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The proposed "Mr. Brooklyn" 
tower could rise 1 ,000 feet. 


Ratner’s ‘Mr Brooklyn’ deal gets sweeter 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

City University is offering to 
sweeten its deal with developer 
Bruce Ratner, The Brooklyn Pa- 
per has learned. 

Last month, CUNY’s Board of 
Trustees voted to pay Ratner $307 
million to build a new 11- to 14-sto- 
ry laboratory and classroom build- 
ing for City Tech in Downtown 
Brooklyn — a whopping $221 mil- 
lion more than the $86 million the 
university system originally offered 
the developer in 2004. 

The request for additional cash 
will be taken up by the state legis- 


lature next month. 

In addition to the fee for con- 
structing the new college building, 
Ratner would also get control of a 
lucrative site on the southeast cor- 
ner of Jay and Tillary streets — a 
Downtown plot where he is report- 
edly planning the city’s tallest resi- 
dential tower, the so-called “Mr. 
Brooklyn.” 

CUNY selected Ratner’s devel- 
opment company to build the 
335 ,000-square-foot building in 
2005. Since then, the university 
and Forest City Ratner have been 
in negotiations that led to last 
month’s proposal to increase Rat- 
ner’s take. 


A CUNY spokesman said that the 
university’s request for more money 
from the state does not seal the deal. 
What Ratner will eventually be paid 
for his construction services will not 
be finalized until more negotiations 
between CUNY and the developer 
are concluded, he said. 

But at this point, negotiations 
have been going in Ratner’s favor. 
CUNY’s original 2004 request for 
proposals promised the winning 
developer $86 million to build the 
City Tech lab on the southeast cor- 
ner of Jay and Tillary streets, plus 1 
million square feet in development 

The cost of the building has 


swelled to more than $300 million 
— and in addition to the extra cash, 
CUNY is offering to enhance Rat- 
ner’s “Mr. Brooklyn” project by 
building a park on Tillary Street 
between Jay and Bridge streets. 

With his development rights, 
Ratner is reportedly planning a 
700- to 1,000-foot residential behe- 
moth designed by Renzo Piano, the 
same starchitect behind his well-re- 
ceived Times Tower in Manhattan. 

Mr. Brooklyn would include 600 
market-rate apartments and serve 
as a shimmering new corridor into 
Ratner’s Metrotech Center, an of- 
fice complex that covers 10-block 
swath of Downtown. 



City Tech's Klitgord Auditorium, would be replaced by a new tower built by 
developer Bruce Ratner. 


STEAK AND PANCAKE TOWN! 

National chains eating up space Downtown 


IHOP opens 
on Livingston 

By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklynites came from near and far to gorge on 
piping hot buttermilk pancakes, sausage, hash 
browns, eggs and every other conceivable type of 
breakfast fare on Tuesday as the International 
House of Pancakes opened its first Downtown lo- 
cation, beneath the municipal parking garage at 
Livingston and Bond streets. 

“Of course, I ordered pancakes,” said Lindsay 
Vazquez, who came all the way from Williamsburg for 
the famous flapjacks. 

“I usually get the Rooty Tooty Fresh ’N Fruity with 
blueberries, but they’ve got something new here called 
the ‘Steakhouse Combo’ that comes with two pan- 
cakes, two pieces of sausage, two eggs and hash 
browns and I had to try it.” 

Built into a parking garage, this IHOP bears little 
resemblance to the roadside comfort food stations 
throughout rhe rest of America. 

As such, many diners didn’t know what to expect 
in hardscrabble Brooklyn. 

“The last time I ate at an IHOP was on some lone- 
some highway in middle America,” said Jordan Lan- 
gley of Midwood. “It’s kind of weird to find one in 
the city.” 

Langley’s only complaint about his breakfast was 
the price. 

“Seven dollars for eggs and toast is a lot of money, 
but I don’t hold it against them because the rent here 
has got to be a lot higher than it is along some high- 
way in the Midwest.” 

There are two other IHOPs in the borough — one 
in Flatbush and one in Canarsie. But Dave Cox and 
Robert Cummins, the Brooklyn-bred duo that own 
the Downtown franchise, knew they had to bring one 
to the heart of Brooklyn. 

“We’re loyal IHOP customers from way back,” 
said Cummins, who achieved fame in an entirely dif- 
ferent realm, as the rap impressario who “discovered” 
Mary J. Blige and others . See IHOP on page 5 



Morton's anchors Adams mall 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 


At the grand opening of the International House of Pancakes on Liv- 
ingston Street on Tuesday, Orion Raz Roven enjoyed a smiling pancake. 


Downtown Brooklyn is licking its chops over a plan to bring 
the upscale Morton’s steakhouse to the Brooklyn Marriott next 
year, setting the stage for a commercial explosion of along the 
heavily trafficked auto approach to the Brooklyn Bridge which, 
until now, has been devoid of retail establishments. 

The 300-seat restaurant will open in the ground floor of the Mar- 
riott’s new annex tower on Adams Street by the end of 2008 , said 
Joshua Muss, the hotel’s developer, who has also inked a lease for 
40,000 square feet of unused retail space in an adjacent former 
courthouse. 

“Morton’s will . . . serve as a model of what types of retailers 
can thrive at the newly created Adams Street retail corridor,” said 
Muss, president of Muss Development. 

For its part, Morton’s announcement barely touched on the red- 
meat fight between the Chicago-based steakhouse chain and Peter 
Luger, choosing to emphasize the retail strip over the strip steak. 

“Morton’s has identified an 
outstanding location in the heart 
of Downtown Brooklyn in one of 
the city’s most popular hotels,” 
said Morton’s Restaurant Group 
Chairman Thomas J. Baldwin. 

The Morton’s announcement is 
the first since Downtown Brooklyn 
Partnership President Joe Chan told 
The Brooklyn Paper in October 
that he was intent on turning un- 
used municipal spaces — includ- 
ing the former courthouse and the 
ground floor of the Municipal 
Building — into retail destinations. 

Since then, real-estate insiders 
have drooled with the possibilities 
of luring a Nordstrom or the bor- 
ough’s first Apple store to Down- 
town — whose population is ex- 
pected to surge with 30,000 new 
residents and 1 .6 million square 
feet of office space in a series of 
towers that are already under con- 
struction along Flatbush Avenue 
Extension. 



A rendering of the proposed Morton's steakhouse o 
Street Downtown — including a jaywalker! 


BEEF BATTLE BEGINS 

Peter Luger faces meaty competition 

T 


ANCLE 


he Battle of Brooklyn Beef has fi- 
nally been joined.The new Morton’s 
steakhouse in the Brooklyn Marriott 
— which will open in late 2008 — is aim- 
ing to take a bite out of Peter Luger, the 
Williamsburg steakhouse that has enjoyed 
a virtual monopoly on the flesh trade since 
it opened in 1887. 

The smart money is on Peter Luger. 

But the stomach is on Morton’s. 

Look, Peter Luger has ranked as the city’s 
best steakhouse — at least according to Mr. 
Zagat — for the past 24 years. In the last Za- 
gat Survey, Luger’s received a 28-out-of-30 


score, with reviewers touting its “matchless 
marbled beef’ and “juicy perfection.” 

I wonder when those reviewers last made 
the trek to South Williamsburg. Indeed, this 
reporter (who is fourth in annual beef con- 
sumption behind the United States, Argenti- 
na and Australia) found the once-legendary 
See MORTON'S on page 5 



Sparks fly in Coney Island 

Mayor Bloomberg may be angling to buy out Coney Island landowner Joe Sitt, but the folks 
at Deno's Wonder Wheel are focused on opening day, March 23, 2008. Here, employee 
Jorge Gallegos repairs one of the landmark ferris wheel's enclosed carriages. 


Thieves going for the gold — copper 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Copper is the new gold for Brooklyn’s 
criminals. 

At least four heists of the once-cheap elec- 
trical conductor have been pulled off in 
Brownstone Brooklyn since June, and a few 
others were foiled when the cops caught the 
bad guys red handed before they could make 
off with their ill-gotten orange gold. 

It’s no wonder copper is attracting thieves. 
Stolen pipes and wiring can be sold to scrap 
metal dealers for $3-$4 per pound — and 
compared to other valuables, it’s relatively 
easy to haul it away from unguarded construc- 
tion sites and abandoned buildings. 

“You can find it at any construction site,” 
said Jim, a plumber who was unloading copper 
pipes at the Oro Condo tower at 306 Gold St. 
in Downtown Brooklyn on Monday afternoon. 

The plumber, who asked that his last name 
not be used, said workers at the Oro site now 
know better than to leave anything where 
thieves might be tempted to walk off with it. 

“Nothing gets left out unguarded, not even a 



These days, a handful of copper is worth its weight in gold — if 
a rash of recent copper robberies is any indication. 


screw,” the hardhat said. 

A few blocks from the Oro, Dennis Wise 
guarded a construction site at the comer of 
Flatbush Avenue and Willoughby Street, where 
a demolition crew tore down a parking garage. 
He said he’s ready for anything. 

“If someone tries to steal from this 
they have to go through me, and 
that’s not going to happen,” he said. 

Wise said would-be thieves have 
offered him bribes to look the other 
way while they rip off the construc- 
tion sites he’s guarding. 

“These people come and offer me a few 
hundred bucks to risk my job so they can get 
some copper,” Wise said. “But I’m smarter 
than that. My job is worth more than a few 
hundred dollars.” 

Law enforcement is getting into the act, 
with local precinct commanders assigning cops 
to prevent copper capers before they happen. 

Police Officer Thomas Brown of the 90th 
Precinct in Williamsburg regular visits con- 
struction sites to remind workers to lock up 
their copper pipes and wire every night. 

See COPPER on page 5 
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Movie hall 


French electronics duo 
Daft Punk, that sold out 
Keyspan Park last summer, 
has just released the film 
"Electroma," screening 
tonight at the Music Hall 
of Williamsburg. The movie 
follows two robots on 
their quest to become 
human beings — and fea- 
tures new songs from the 
band, of course. 

9 pm and midnight at the 
Music Hall of Williamsburg (66 
N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg). $10 per 
showing. For information, call 
(212) 260-4700 or visit www. 
musichallofwilliamsburg.com. 


SUNDAY 

December 23 

Lights in the 
Heights 

Dyker Heights has some 
of the most stunning 
Christmas displays around 
— we're talking two-story 
Santas — and we can't 
think of a better way to 
spend an early Sunday 
evening than gaping at 
those blinking bulbs. 
Grab a hot cocoa from 
Mona Lisa [1476 86th St. 
at 14th Avenue in Ben- 
sonhurst, (718) 837-9053] 
and check out the area 
homes, especially on 83rd 
Street between 10th and 
12th avenues. 



MONDAY 

December 24 



'Summer' 

Christmas 

Tonight, Southpaw will 
host its "Jewltide" party, 
a night-before-Christmas 
tradition. Dive into a buf- 
fet of Chinese food, watch 
"Wet Hot American Sum- 
mer" and the first 100 
people take home a free 
copy of Michael Sho- 
walter's new comedy CD, 
"Sandwiches and Cats." 

8 pm at Southpaw (125 Fifth 
Ave. at St. Johns Place in Park 
Slope). $15. For information, 
call (718) 230-0236 or visit 
www.spsounds.com. 


TUESDAY 

December 25 


Gift giving 

If you want to try giving 
a Christmas gift to the 
community, check out 
the Prospect Park YMCA's 
program for feeding peo- 
ple in need. Last year, vol- 
unteers, working in 45- 
minute shifts, helped 
bring food and toys to 
more than 2,500 hungry 
people in Brooklyn — 
which is a lot more satisfy- 
ing than eating 10 more 
gingerbread men. 

9 am-4 pm at the YMCA Pros- 
pect Park (357 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope). Free. 
For information, call (212) 691- 



FRIDAY 

December 28 



New Year's 
peep 

The sparkly folks at Was- 
sabasco Burlesque are 
throwing an end-of-the- 
year party tonight at 
Union Hall, where you 
can expect to see per- 
formers like Nasty Ca- 
nasta (pictured), GiGi 
LaFemme and Creamy 
Stevens in their naughty, 
bawdy acts. 

10 pm at Union Hall (702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope). $8. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 638-4400 or 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 


Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 



Saint Francis Xavier Roman Catholic 
Church. 9:30 am and 12:15 pm. 225 Sixth 
Ave. (718)638-1880. 

HOLIDAY SERVICE: Christmas service at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church of Bay Ridge. 
10:30 am. Fourth and Ovington avenues. 
(718) 748-9502. 

HOLIDAY DINNER: Prospect Park YMCA 
lal Christmas hot meal 


hosts its 18th annual Cl 


357 Ninth St. (718) 768-7100. Free. 
HOLIDAY SERVICE: Christmas service at St. 
Augustine Roman Catholic Church. 1 0 am 
and noon. 116 Sixth Ave. (718) 783-3132. 








PLATFORM: Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture hosts a colloquy on New Year's 
resolutions. 1 1 am. 53 Prospect Park We 
at Second Street. (718) 768-2972. 

FLATBUSH FARM: Afternoon feast of BBQ, 
seasonal food and music. 3 pm to 6 pm. 
76-78 St. Marks Place. (718) 622-3276. 

ICE SKATING: at the Wollman Rink in 
Prospect Park. See Sat., Dec. 29. 
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Brooklyn’s rat 
killer fights on 


H* 


HEIGHTS 

LOWDOWN 



Juliana Bunim 


he rats in Brook- 

I lyn Heights? Some residents 
re hitting the streets, and tak- 
ing matters into their own hands. 

One man — call him The Rat 
Hunter — is even resorting to vio- 

“I’ve used an air gun with pel- 
lets to hit them,” said The Rat 
Hunter, who refused to be named 
for fear of legal repercussions (it is 
illegal to torture animals, even ones 
that not even a mother could love). 

“There are so many of them, it’s 
like urban hunting.” 

The Rat Hunter also confessed 
to flushing out a rat burrow with a water hose. Might not sound 
too inhumane, except when the rats emerged in search of dry 
ground. 

“I was hacking them to pieces with a machete in a public gar- 
den,” he said with a smirk. “But we never had a rat problem 

Many long-standing locals attribute the rodent population 
surge to the $2.5-million Promenade renovation in 2001 . 

The construction “disturbed the nests and drove them towards 
the buildings,” said Charlie Anderson, a Brooklyn Heights door- 
man of 14 years. “It was then that I began to notice them. It took 
about 18 months for our building alone to get them under con- 
trol with snap traps and bait boxes.” 

While buildings successfully waged individual wars against 
infestation, the rats moved to more fruitful terrain — public 
parks and garbage cans. 

“Suddenly the rats realized that the only garbage bags still sit- 
ting on the ground are those in the city trashcans,” said Quin- 
tana. “The residents may have wised up, but it doesn’t mean 
much if the city doesn’t follow.’ 

The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene has been 
spreading poison. Several trees on Columbia Heights, as well as 
in Cadman Plaza Park, are now marked with signs stating that 
poison is in the area and recommending that dogs (and children) 
be kept away. 

T he vague markers on the north end of Columbia Heights in 
the fruit streets sitting area are taped to four of six trees. There 
is no explanation of whether the poison was applied to only 
those trees, or if the signs are meant to indicate there’s poison in 
the entire neighborhood. 

It’s impossible to decipher the answer just from looking. And 
considering the DOH didn’t return my cafts, it seems I’m not go- 
ing to find the answer there either. 

“Those signs are just the city’s way of covering its a- if your 
dog eats rat poison,” said Jeanine Croix, who was visiting the 
Hillside Dog Park across the street from the signs. “It’s totally 
haphazard.” 

Whether or not the city has a plan beyond throwing down 
some poison and up some signs, for now these plague purveyors 
have some serious verve. 

“The rats are getting more brave every year,” said Javier Quin- 
tana, a nine-year resident. ‘Tve seen some the size of small dogs 
cruising down the Promenade. But now they’re emerging before 
dusk. When they’re hungry, they’re hungry.” 

The Brooklyn Heights rats are currently living large. While the 
city should install bigger, more enclosed trash cans, residents and 
visitors alike need to do all they can to deny these midnight ma- 
rauders of a food source. 

Until then, “the rats are still dancing in the street,” said Ander- 
son. “Every night I see them checking out garbage.” 

In 2001 , “No one wanted to talk about it,” he said. “We didn’t 
know everyone had the same problem.” 

This time around, no one is keeping quiet. 

“We’re seeing domesticated dogs going after them in broad 
daylight,” said Sasha Freeman, who frequently takes her Labrador 
retriever to Cadman Plaza Park. 

“At that point, someone’s gotta acknowledge that we have a 
problem.” 

Here’s the problem as far as I’m concerned: There’s only one 
Rat Hunter in the neighborhood! 

Juliana Bunim is a writer who lives in Brooklyn Heights. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Things are about to get safer at Brooklyn’s only YWCA, on 
Third Avenue at State Street. The YWCA will install a much- 
needed sprinkler system with $50,000 in state funding obtained 
by Assemblywoman Joan Millman (D-Cobble Hill). ... 
Ever feel like the MTA is bullying subway riders around with 
fare hikes and service disruptions? Councilman Bill DeBlasio 
(D-Carroll Gardens) is trying to reign in the runaway agency 
with a straphangers’ Bill of Rights that includes the rights to reg- 
ular service, clean stations and comprehendible public an- 
nouncements. ... Ikea has cut some of the piers off from the 
mainland at its Red Hook site, but they are not being destroyed. 
Instead, the archipelago of piers will stay out to sea as places to 
store barges. ... A hearty Sink welcome to new Brooklyn 
Heights resident — and former Bill Clinton speechwriter — 
Mark Katz. ... Ran into state Sen. Marty Connor 
(D-Brooklyn Heights) at David Walentas’s Christmas party 
at St. Ann's Warehouse. Man, that senator loves his Brussels 
sprouts. See? We always said he was a great example for the 
kids. . . . We hear that our Duffield Street pal Joy C hotel, who 
just got the city to back off from condeming her home, sold her 
lucrative air rights. That’s good news for those who want Cha- 
tel’s house to be turned into a museum to the Underground Rail- 
road because it takes away an incentive to tear down the house. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 


I’ll be your bridge from where you are 
to where you want to be 
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Parents Hemalee Patel (in scarf) and Jim Findlay (center) talk to former teacher Eloise White 
outside the now-closed Brooklyn Childrens Academy Pre-School on Dean Street last Tuesday 
night, where they claim they found unsafe conditions (inset). 

That’s a nice rack! 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Fort Greene is the latest 
neighborhood to join the city’s 
bike-rack craze — the neigh- 
borhood is getting 72 of them. 

So no longer will local two- 
wheelers need to chain their 
Schwinns to rickety signposts or 
an ornery neighbor’s wrought- 
iron gates; the small upside- 
down-U-shaped racks and the 
large upside-down-W-shaped 
racks will be installed at 51 sites 
throughout Fort Greene and 
Clinton Hill. 

The racks were borne from a 
meeting of Green Fort Greene 
and Clinton Hill, the neighbor- 
hood-wide effort to foster sus- 
tainable living practices. Gil 
Ronen, a software consultant 
and Fort Greene resident, at- 
tended a meeting this summer 
and decided he was going to 
tackle the bike rack issue. 

“Just having the racks will 
increase ridership,” said Ronen. 

Ronen is correct, according 
to Wiley Norvell, spokesman 
for Transportation Alternatives, 
a cyclist advocacy group. 

“Every bike trip begins and 
ends with bike parking,” said 
Norvell. “Right now, we have 
one bike rack for every 35 bike 
riders in New York City. That’s 
not enough.” 

What is enough? 

“Chicago has one bike rack 
for every four cyclists,” said 
Norvell. 

Ronen got the bike racks the 
old-fashioned way: he did the 
leg work. After cycling through 



Annie Basulto secures her Schwinn to the new bike rack that 
was recently installed at the corner of DeKalb Avenue and 
Cumberland Street in Fort Greene. 


the neighborhood to take note of 
existing bike racks, he got in 
touch with CityRacks, a city pro- 
gram that has installed 800 racks. 

CityRacks has a remarkably 
fast turnaround time for a govern- 
ment program. Earlier this year, 
the program installed 60 bike 
racks in Park Slope and Red 
Hook about three months after 
the community requested them. 


In addition to racks in front 
of Rice (at DeKalb Avenue and 
Washington Park) and Tillie’s 
coffee shop (at DeKalb and 
Vanderbilt avenues), the comer 
of Flatbush Avenue Extension 
and DeKalb Avenue will get a 
super-fancy bike shelter, which 
is like a bus shelter for bikes. 

All of the racks should be in- 
stalled by week’s end. 


Kiddie 

center 

closed 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A pre-school on Dean Street 
remains shuttered this week af- 
ter allegedly unsafe building 
conditions that led the city to 
temporarily close it last month. 

The Brooklyn Children’s 
Academy Preschool has lost all 
42 of its students and its staff, ac- 
cording to parents and teachers at 
the troubled school. A message 
on the executive director’s voice 
mail says he will be away until 
Jan. 3. 

Now parents are fighting to 
get reimbursed for tuition and 
teachers are dealing with 
bounced paychecks. 

“I’m definitely freaked out be- 
cause I’ll have a court case 
against me for trying to cash a 
check,” said Colleen Walsh, who 
taught at the pre-school for two 
months. 

The uproar began when par- 
ents dropped off their children at 
the pre-school’s new location at 
25 Dean St. on Nov. 7, finding a 
building they said had no heating, 
only one working bathroom, ex- 
posed electrical outlets and peel- 
ing paint. (The Department of 
Buildings has since found 17 vio- 
lations.) 

Two days after that not-so- 
grand opening, the city shut 
down the pre-school for operat- 
ing without a license. 

Parents were angry. 

“They jeopardized the safety 
and well-being of my kid,” said 
Amy Huggans. 

Administrators fought back, 
saying parents have overstated 
the flaws of the Dean Street 
building. 

“The things they were com- 
plaining about were not haz- 
ardous,” said Andy Lewis, the 
pre-school’s executive director. 

“It was just not aesthetically 
pleasing. It was not a security 
concern, it was a visual concern.” 

The preschool had reopened 
with a temporary permit at Our 
Lady of Lebanon cathedral on 
Remsen Street, but only three 
children were attending before 
they dropped out. 

The director said at the time 
that the pre-school hoped to re- 
turn to 25 Dean St. by the end of 
January after inspections by the 
Buildings, Fire and Health de- 
partments. 



JEWELS BY SATNICK’S 

’Holiday ^>ala 


187 STATE STREET 


(Between Court and Boerum St.) 


up to 



75% OFF 





ON ALL 14KT. GOLD, DIAMONDS, SILVER 
JEWELRY, WATCHES AND GIFTWARE 

Store Hours: M-F 10 am to 6:30 pm, 
Saturday 1 lam to 5pm 

Open Sundays from 12 to 5pm*** 

mm 718 - 852-1421 


Brooklyn r s Most Trusted Jewlerlll 


Trade in your Old Jewelry for Something New!!! 
WE BUY OLD GOLD • DIAMONDS • WATCHES 


e AeoAotr la 

20 % 

Save 20% on any item throughout the store 
when you present this coupon*. 

Calling all Santas and Santettes, what 
could be jollier than saving on some of the 
season’s coolest gifts, like charm 
jewelry from Heather Moore, decoupage 
from John Derian, accessories and 
furniture from Mitchell Gold+Bob 
Williams, plus lots of Hannukah goodies 
and spectacular ornaments. 


HAYSTACK 

homec3 body 

130 Clinton Street j 
(betw, Joralemon and Livingston) 
718 246 2510 

Hours: Mon-Sat 11-7 Sun 12-5 
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WINTER 

*IS HERE 

Stock Up On 
Winter Gear 
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85 Court Street in 

Open 7 Days A Week • msiiSI • (718) 243-0844 


GET A MAILBOX WITH BENEFITS 

in Brooklyn Heights 


A real street address, not a P.0. Box 
Package notification 
Full-service mail & package receiving 
Mail holding & forwarding 
Call-in Mailcheck 
E-mail notification 



Only $25/Month 

h r 


The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm | Sunday: I Oam to 3pm 



If Sid's Doesn't Have It, 
You Don't Need It! 


Celebrating Our 75th Anniversary! 


• 27,000 sq.ft. • Hardware 

Superstore • Holiday Decorations 

• Custom Orders • Home Center 

A SID'S HARDWARE 

Benjamin 345 Jay Street 

MdST (Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 

jJ"® 1 Downtown Brooklyn 

(718) 875-2259 

, ixji titer -r,ip ■■■ Open 7 Days - We Deliver 


1 Licensed Locksmith 

■ Lumber Cut-to-size 

■ Paint 



Have you seen us lately? 



Heights Vision Center 

132 Montague St. • Brooklyn Heights • (718) 852-1149 

www.doctorstuartfriedman.com 
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SPECIAL - $9.95 

Brick-oven 12" Pizza with 1 topping 


Featuring - The Original Neapolitan Pizza 
Pasta ■ Sandwiches ■ Free Delivery 


LUNA ROSSA 

BRICK OVEN PIZZA 
552 Court St. (at West 9th St) 
718-875-1384 ■ Open Tues. - Sun. 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

* /,r ' N \\ 7am-l0pm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 

I * ^ J • 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 5 SAFE 
'l / k | • web cams - watcn your dog play 

\ * II' curbside pick up and drop off 

» Z' I I ■ air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]2"j DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Congress just doesn’t get it! 


Why isn't Congress 
moving to make English 
the official language of 
the United States? 


Mike Ricatto President 


BetterLeadershipAmerica.or g 
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Fast, Free Delivery 
Aj Open 7 Days A Week 
tfpi Party Orders Welcome 


162 Montague St. 
Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 522.5565/66 
fax (718) 522.1205 (24 hr 


Pet Health 

Questions? 

Ask Dr . Dendtler 

Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 

•Vaccinations 'Hill's Prescription Diets 
'Skin Disorders 'Microchip Implants 
'Dental Care 'Surgery 
'House Calls 'Lab Tests 

239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont Ave.) 

. ., ( 718 ) 789-7170 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 



Cops grab Gardens man 
as D’town bank bandit 


By Adam F. Hutton, 
Mike McLaughlin 
and Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Police arrested a 26-year- 
old Carroll Gardens man on 
Tuesday for allegedly robbing 
two Downtown banks on Ful- 
ton Street four times in a five- 
day crime spree. 

The hapless robber even 
robbed one of the banks twice 
in the same day. 

Police report that the robber 
first struck on Dec. 14 at the 
HSBC branch at the comer of 
Fulton Street and Boerum Place, 
entering at around 10:30 am and 
handing a teller a note demand- 
ing money. The teller gave up a 
$450 “bait bag” containing 
marked bills. When the robber 
demanded more money, the teller 
played dumb and the man even- 
tually fled. 

The next day, police say the 
same man walked into the Bank 
of America just one block away, 
again at about 10:30 am. This 
time, his note demanded $40,000 
and included a threat to shoot 
through the Plexiglas barrier. 

The 22-year-old teller handed 
over $3,500, but, again, the rob- 
ber demanded more. When he 
didn’t get any more, he ran off. 

The robber returned to the 
same Bank of America on Mon- 
day morning — and again on 
Monday afternoon. 

In the 10 am incident, he 
handed the teller a note and got 
away with $2,700. The suspect 
returned four hours later and got 
way with another $1 ,100. 

Police finally arrested their 
suspect at 9 am on Dec. 18. He 
was standing in front of the same 
bank, where an employee recog- 
nized him and called the cops. 

When they arrested him, he 
had another note demanding 
money in his pocket according to 
a law enforcement source famil- 
iar with the case. 

DUMBO heists 

Two DUMBO grocery stores 
were robbed in separate attacks 
on Dec. 9, police said. 

In the first incident, two gun- 
toting perps entered a store on 
Jay Street between Front and 
Water streets at around 10 pm. 

One gunman pistol-whipped 
his 28-year-old victim and stole 
$800 from the cash register. 

In the second incident, a high- 
end supermarket on Front Street 
was burglarized for three laptop 
computers, cops said. 

The thief also tried to crack 
the safe during his overnight at- 
tack. 

D’oh nuts! 

Cops in Boerum Hill arrested 
a man for stealing a woman’s 
wallet at a Smith Street donut 
shop on Dec. 16 — but later dis- 
covered that he was an unregis- 
tered sex offender. 

Police say the 39-year-old 
man snatched his victim’s wallet 
out of her purse at the donut 
store, which is at the comer of 
Bergen Street, at about 5:30 pm. 

After his arrest, a records 
check revealed that he was a 
convicted sex offender who had 
not registered with the state as 
required by law, cops said. 

Derring ’do 

Three men disguising their 
faces with ’do-rags robbed an 
80-year-old man of his rent mon- 
ey while the victim walked up 
the stairs of the DeKalb Avenue 
subway station on Dec. 13. 

The daring 12:20 pm robbery 
netted the three thugs $750, cash 
that the man was supposed to de- 
liver to his landlord. 

Back turned 

A thief stole a woman’s bag 
as she was trying on a coat at a 
popular Fulton Mall department 
store on Dec. 13. 

The 42-year-old victim told 
police she was admiring a new 
winter coat at the store, which is 
near Hoyt Street, at about 2:30 
pm. She set her bag down for 
just a moment, but it was long 
enough for the thief to strike. 

Fortunately, the bag contained 
only $30. 

Big burg 

A thief made off with thou- 
sands of dollars in jewelry in 
electronics after breaking into 
three Livingston Street apart- 
ments on Dec. 12. 

Cops say the thief broke into 


POLICE BLOTTER 


the units, which are in a building 
between Gallatin Place and Hoyt 
Street, and helped himself to a 
Sony digital camera from one 
apartment; a laptop computer, a 
$2,000 diamond necklace and 
various jewelry from another; 
and a Dell laptop and costume 
jewelry — including bamboo 
earrings and a nameplate neck- 
lace — from a third. 

‘I’ll take it!’ 

A woman who tried on 
$7,500 in jewelry at a State 
Street shop on Dec. 10 loved the 
diamonds and gold so much that 
she walked out without paying. 

Cops say the suspect went into 
the shop, which is between Bond 
and Nevins streets, at about 10:30 
am and asked to see a diamond 
pendant on a white metal chain. 

She put them on and then 
walked out. 

Targeted 

Beware of unusual bumps in 
the women’s department. 

A 40-year-old Eastern Parkway 
resident was shopping in a big dis- 
count department store in the At- 
lantic Terminal Mall on Dec. 12 at 
around 4 pm when she felt what 
she later described as a “bump.” 

Suspicious, she checked her 
bag and discovered that someone 
had stolen her wallet, which held 
$80, her driver’s license, credit 
card and Green Card. 

Shop mishap 

A thief snatched a woman’s 
purse from her shopping cart af- 
ter she diverted her attention for 
just a few minutes on Dec. 10. 

The 22-year-old victim told 
cops that she was shopping at a 
discount coat store at the Atlantic 
Center Mall at around 4 pm 
when she briefly left her shop- 
ping cart unattended. 

Minutes later (surprise, sur- 
prise), the purse — which held 
$70, three credit cards, her dri- 
ver’s license, a MetroCard, gift 
cards, and an Adelphi University 
ID card — was gone. 


Good deed 

A panhandler wasn’t satisfied 
by a generous donation of $5 
early on Dec. 14 and chased his 
benefactor down St. Felix Street 
with a knife, screaming, “I want 
more money!” 

The generous 34-year-old told 
cops that he had just left a bode- 
ga at the comer of St. Felix 
Street and DeKalb Avenue at 
around 4 am and gave the pan- 
handler the $5. 

But the beggar wasn’t satis- 
fied, so he pulled his knife and 
gave chase. The generous man 
handed over another $20 and the 
beggar put down the knife. 

This was the second time the 
victim had been robbed in Fort 
Greene. About nine years ago, he 
was mugged at the comer of 
South Elliott Street and DeKalb 
Avenue, he told cops. 

Smoke signal 

Cops nabbed a 30-year-old 
for using forged license plates af- 
ter they approached him for 
smoking what the police referred 
to as a “marijuana cigarette.” 

The stoner had been idling in 
his 1993 Chevy truck at 10 pm 
on Downing Street, between 
Gates and Putnam avenues. 
Cops said he caught their atten- 
tion because he was smoking a 

After further inspection, cops 
found he was carrying forged li- 
cense plates. They collared him 
and charged him with criminal 
possession of the forged licenses, 

Violent saga 

Two large groups of teens bat- 
tled it out on Vanderbilt Avenue in 
a wide-ranging fight on Dec. 10. 

The action started when one 
group encountered the other near 
the comer of Atlantic Avenue at 
around 4:30 pm and a fight 

After that brawl, a 13-year-old 
member of one of the groups 
was approached from behind by 
as many as 30 guys. 

One of the guys asked him if 
he was a Blood, but before he 
could answer, another man hit 
him on the back of the head with 
a piece of wood. 

He tried to fight back but was 



outrageously outnumbered. 

The group proceeded to pum- 
mel him and leave him on the 
ground. A Good Samaritan 
helped the teen into a Fulton 
Street barbershop, and an ambu- 
lance took him to Brooklyn Hos- 
pital. The assault left him with 
swelling in his head and eyes. 

Cool victim 

“It’s cool, it’s cool,” said a 
guy to his accomplice, before 
they punched an unwary 28- 
year-old in the face as he was ex- 
iting the Clinton-Washington 
subway station on Dec. 9. 

To make matters worse, the 
guy who threw the punch was 
wearing a ring, which tore into 
the flesh on the victim’s nose. 

The assailants also tried to grab 
the victim’s bag, but he held on 
tight during the 9:40 pm attack at 
the northeast comer of Lafayette 
and Washington avenues. 

The victim got his nose treat- 
ed at Brooklyn Hospital. 


76th Precinct 


Rob spree 

Two men robbed a 49-year 
old man at gunpoint on Hunting- 
ton Street at around noon on 
Dec. 15, cops said. 

The criminals netted $1,300, 
plus assorted ATM and credits 
cards, in the theft, which took 
place between Columbia and 
Hicks streets. 

The criminals are still at large. 

Snow job 

Three men robbed a man 
shoveling snow on Beard Street 
on Dec. 16. 

The three men, about 18-20 
years old, pointed a handgun at 
the 51 -year old victim as he did 
his chore near the comer of 
Dwight Street, and said, “Just 
give us the wallet. Don’t give no 
trouble.” 

The victim complied, losing 
$650, although one of the sus- 
pects complained: “Hurry up, 
you’re taking too long.” 

No arrests have been made. 


ner of Hicks and Warren streets 
by a man who brandished a 
firearm and said: “Give me your 
wallet, I don’t want any prob- 

Neither did the woman, who 
handed over her cellphone, cred- 
it cards, and $7 in cash to the 

Hook shooting 

A man shot a 35-year-old man 
in a store on Henry Street on 
Dec. 17, police said. 

The victim, who was at work 
in the business, which is between 
West Ninth and Huntington 
streets, was shot a single time in 
his knee. Police sources say the 
shooting was not a part of a rob- 

The victim was taken to Long 
Island College Hospital for treat- 
ment for “non-life threatening in- 
juries,” the police said. 

No arrests have been made, 
but the police are questioning a 
suspect, the New York Sun re- 


m Carrridge lllorld 

Make a winter meal of 
Cartridge World's low prices!! 
firing your printer Ink and laser cartridges 
back for seconds and SAVE. 

Save up to 50%!! 

Call 718 5S4-120J 

go to www.cwdbklyn.com or 
visit os at 224A Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn 

Reusing is 

[_ Recycling. 


$7 stickup 


A trip to the t 
woman more than she expected 
on Dec. 15. 

On her way home from shop- 
ping at 8:20 pm, the 26-year old 
woman was stopped on the cor- 



Everything You Need At 
Bridge Apothecary 




Webkins* 

Buy 2, Get 3rd at 50% OFF! 

Now Carrying 

A Full Line Of 
Kiehl's • Burt's Bees 
Phyto • Rene Furterer 

Chock Full o’Nuts 

2 For $3.99 

Largest 
Trim-A-Tree 
In Dumbo 

Gift wrap, Gift Boxes, 
Ornaments & Much, Much More! 


Get your Gersh on 


The Brooklyn Paper Editor Gersh Kuntzman (left) pours some 
bubbly for Daily News scribe Jotham Sederstrom and Robert 
Guskind of the Gowanus Lounge at the celebratory "Year in 
Review" episode of BCAT's "Reporter Roundtable." The 
classy show (hence Kuntzman's tuxedo) will premiere on Fri- 
day, Dec. 21 , at 9 pm and be repeated on Dec. 24 and 31 , at 
1 pm; Dec. 25 and Jan. 1 at 1:30 and 9:30 pm; Dec. 26 and 
Jan. 2 at 2 and 10 pm. BCAT is on channel 56 on Time Warn- 
er and channel 69 on Cablevision. 
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APOTHECARY 1 

Complete Home Health Care and Beauty Aid Specialists 
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FREE PICK-UP & PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY TO DUMBO /BROOKLYN HEIGHTS /COBBLE HILL /CARROLL GARDENS 


104 JAY STREET • DUMBO • BROOKLYN • 718-246-4100 • OPEN 7 DAYS 
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Tearing up her 
ugly divorce 

M y newly divorced South 
Slope friend — let’s just 
call her Linda — was over 
at my house. She was angry at her 
ex-husband and really stressed out 
over all the changes in her life. 

“You have to try this exercise,” I 
told her. “You take a piece of paper 
and rip it up into chunks, all the 
while envisioning your ex-husband 
and your relationship with him.” 

I had learned about this healing 
exercise from Marianne Gunther, a 
fellow Park Sloper who is also a 
Licensed Creative Art Therapist 
who is starting up a support group 
for divorcing women. 

I handed her an old copy of The 
Brooklyn Paper that was lying 
around the house. 

“Just don’t rip up the page with my column on it!” I told her. 
She tore apart the front page instead with a true viciousness. 
Good, get those feelings out, I thought. 

“Next, pick up all the little pieces of shredded paper,” I told 
her. “And glue them back together into a picture.” I left her 
alone for a few moments to create in peace and quiet. Whatever 
came out would be something new, a clean page, so to speak. 

When she finished I looked at what she had done. It looked 
suspiciously like an axe, I thought. No, maybe more like a 
judge’s gavel. Oh dear. 

The exercise is one of the techniques that Gunther plans to 
use in her upcoming Divorce Support Group for Women. I de- 
cided that my friend ought to join this group, rather than relying 
on my less-than-expert direction. 

In fact, I could have used this myself, when I got divorced al- 
most three years ago. 

According to Gunther, divorce is a true grief process and peo- 
ple who are going through it need to experience all the stages of 
grieving, just as if someone dear had died. Unfortunately, most 
people sidestep those feelings and translate them into anger or 
diffuse the feelings with 
litigation. 

“How do you make 
your life about more 
than this?” asks Gunther. 
“I’m not going to spend 
the rest of my days re- 
acting to my ex-hus- 
band, so how can I 
mourn the loss and 
move on?” 

When Gunther her- 
self divorced back in 
2001, she belonged to a 
women’s support group 
in Park Slope that saved 
her sanity. That group, 
which met at the Brook- 
lyn Society for Ethical 
c uiiure, no longer exists, oo sue met with the director and of- 
fered to start up a new group. 

This group will meet once a week at the Ethical Culture 
building on Prospect Park West, between First and Second 
streets. Women will get together and, guided by Gunther, sup- 
port each other, get practical information and referrals, and use 
art-therapy techniques to both process and contain their feelings. 
The fee for each meeting is $25. 

Looking at my friend’s collage, I decided that she must still 
be in the “process” part of things, rather than the “contain” part. 

“Try it again,” I suggested. I gave her a copy of one of this 
newspaper’s bitter rivals to rip up (editor’s note: How did such a 
rag get into your house, Wendy?). “Here, I’ll help you.” 

We both ripped the pages with glee, tossing the little pieces 
of paper about my living room. We gathered them up together 
and put them in a pile for her to start gluing. When she was all 
finished, I came over to the table where she was working and 
took a look. 

It looked just like a dollar sign now. Progress, I thought, not 
perfect — but progress. 

If you are interested in joining this group, call (347) 628-9279 or 
e-mail listeningart@yahoo.com. 

Wendy Ponte is a freelance writer and parenting expert who 
lives in Park Slope. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Our pal — and former employee — Patrick Gallahue has 
just been named the new transit reporter for the New York Post. 
We always knew he’d amount to something, though the fact that 
he’s still at the Post means we were only half right! . . . Pedestri- 
ans delight! The Department of Transportation has finally re- 
moved the left-turn bay for drivers turning onto Union Street 
from the northbound lanes on Fourth Avenue. It may not 
sound like much, but finally, pedestrians have a safety island in 
the middle of that booming boulevard. . . . Join us in a hearty 
“Kitchen Sink” welcome to the Brooklyn Botanic Garden's 
new director of horticulture, Mark Fisher. Fisher gets the pro- 
motion after serving as the curator of the tropical pavilion. He’s 
been at the Gardens since 1984. . . . Spotted the Treats Truck 
making a rare Brooklyn appearance on Union Street, just down 
the hill from the Grand Army Plaza greenmarket last Satur- 
day. Here’s hoping the truck continues to ply our streets. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

■ multi-pet fi long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 



High-end goes South end 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Union Market won’t be 
opening its South Slope loca- 
tion until January — but 
neighbors are already won- 
dering whether the arrival of 
the upscale grocer marks a 
tectonic shift in the neighbor- 
hood’s character or whether it 
simply means that a new su- 
permarket is opening. 

North Slopers have been en- 
joying the fruits (and veggies 
and artisanal bread) of having 
the original Union Market at 
the comer of Union Street and 
Sixth Avenue since 2005. But 
some South Slopers see the 
store’s arrival as another nail in 
the gentrification coffm for 
their grittier part of the neigh- 
borhood. 

But there’s no fighting it: 
The market has spoken. Union 
Market’s customers no longer 
only live in the tony North 
Slope. They live below Ninth 
Street now. 

“A supermarket like Union 
Market follows a population 
that can support it,” said Roslyn 
Huebener, of Aguayo and 
Huebener Realty, who has sold 
homes in the neighborhood for 
20 years. 

Indeed, Union Market co- 
owner Marko Lalic said he and 
partners Martin Nunez and Paul 
Fernandez decided to open a 
branch in the South Slope be- 
cause their patrons there re- 
quested it. 

“Since we opened in 2005, 
we’ve been receiving calls from 
our South Slope customers 
inviting us to open a store there, 
since the neighborhood is really 
under-served,” said Lalic, who 
calls Union Market “a neigh- 
borhood store,” but with prices 
that tend towards specialty mar- 
ket levels. 

Shoppers in the South Slope 
currently have several, not-all- 
together-satisfactory, options: 
they can get their fancy goods 
at several smaller groceries, like 
Grab, on Seventh Avenue be- 
tween 14th and 15th streets; 
they can head to Steve’s C- 
Town on Ninth Street, where 
the prices are good, but the se- 
lection of high-end products is 
limited; they can go to Fairway 
in Red Hook (which will con- 
sume half a day if you don’t 
have a car); or they can join the 
Park Slope Food Co-op (and 
work one three-hour shift every 
month). 

The Union Market could hit 
the sweet spot for South Slope 
shoppers — and make gentrifi- 
cation far more palatable than it 
has proven to be in, say, 
Williamsburg. 

The reason? 

Not only is Union Market 
owned by Brooklynites, but the 
rise of the South Slope that the 
market symbolizes has been so 
gradual, residents say. 

“It’s been a pretty gentle 
change over the past few 
years,” said Justin Philips, who 
will open a specialty beer bar 
called Beer Table, on Seventh 
Avenue, between 14th and 15th 


Union Market co-owners Marko Lalic (left) and his partner Martin Nunez at their original su- 
permarket on Union Street. The two will soon be opening on Seventh Avenue between 12th 
and 1 3th streets. 


His description of gentle 
change was echoed by, of all 
people, bad boy architect 
Robert Scarano, whose firm has 
profited handsomely from the 
insanely fast gentrification in 
Greenpoint and Wilhamsburg. 

“The change in the South 
Slope is happening gradually, 
which is probably the better 
way to go,” said Scarano, who 
is building condos on 20th 
Street. 

Indeed, while Fourth Av- 
enue, once better known for its 
flat-fixes, has sprouted several 
12-story towers (including the 
Karl Fischer-designed Vue, pic- 
tured), the South Slope’s main 
drag along Seventh Avenue still 
has plenty of empty storefronts, 
which might indicate that the 
market is not booming as fast 
as some landlords might like. 

There’s the long-empty space 
across from Cafe Steinhof, and 
there’s the one-time home of 
Nest, a modem design store 
that was between 12th and 13th 

In 2004, Jihan Kim, the then- 
optimistic owner of Nest, told 



the Washington Post that 
“Brooklyn is hot. ... There’s 
been a huge influx of people, 
and they are paying attention to 
modem design.” 

Three years later, Kim closed 
her store. 

And there’s the 
very space that is 
now occupied by 
Union Market, a 
former bar that 
had been closed 
for years. 

Even some vet- 
erans of the bruis- 
ing battles over 
gentrification and 
out-of-context de- 
velopment 
shrugged over the 
market’s impend- 
ing opening. 

“Every neigh- 
borhood goes 
through some kind 
of gentrification,” 
said local activist 
Aaron Brashear, 
who said gentrifi- 
cation has not yet 
spoiled the South 


Slope’s small-town feel. 

“You can still walk down the 
street and say hello to your 
neighbors, and you’re not nec- 
essarily looking in the mirror 
when you do it,” he said. 


The Vue, a Karl Fischer-designed apart- 
ment building, that will soon be housing 
tenants on 16th Street near Fourth Av- 
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dome Share the 
pcact of Christmas mith Ills 

All are welcome! IBienvenidos! 

Christmas 3Soe 

Monday, December 24 
Family Mass, 5:00 pm 
Choral Vigil, 11:15 pm 
culminating in the celebration of 
Midnight Mass (bilingual) 

Christmas ©au 

Tuesday, December 25 
Masses at 9:30 am and 12:15 pm 

Saint Francis Xavier 
Roman Catholic Church 

__j : Carroll Street 8c 6th Avenue 

1 Park Slope ■ (718) 638-1880 
stficbrooklyn.org 
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Visit 

Our New 
Location! 

1 llth Year in 
Park Slope 


Experience Aveda Full Spectrum™ hair color. Up to 99% naturally derived 
ingredients*; infused with protective plant oils. Hair looks and feels soft, shiny 
and healthy. Receive a complimentary 5-day supply of Color Conserve™ 
Shampoo and Conditioner when you book a hair color consultation. 


AVEDA 



Kindergarten Kef 
is Fun and Free 
at Union Temple 



A fun-filled Jewish activity group. 
Crafts. . .games. . .stories. . .music 
and more! 

Every first Sunday 
1 1 am to 1 pm 


ffl © 

■ ■ B 

■ ■ ■ 

n ■ ■ r: [ 

■ 1 B 

IBB 

: ■ □ 




UNION TEMPLE 

Reform Egalitarian Inclusive 

17 Eastern Parkway 
Across from the Brooklyn Public Library 

718 - 638-7600 

uniontemple@uniontemple.org 



£)cnn Christmas farms 


Receive a FREE Fresh Wreath 

With purchase of any Christmas Tree! 

WE DELIVER! 


We Print Stuff 

100 % Recycled 
& FSC Papers 

Vegetable Inks 
with Low VOCs 

Chemical-Free 
CTP Production 

Printed with 
Wind Power 

P 

ROLLING PRESS 

Brochures 

an environmentally-friendly 
boutique print house 

Postcards 

Catalogs 


Magazines 

718 625 6800 T 
718 625 0669 F 

Marketing 

Collateral 

www.rollingpress.com 

Etc. ^ 


Congress just doesn’t get it! 


Why isn't Congress 
moving to make English 
the official language of 
the United States? 

Mike Ricatto President 
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LOOK GREAT, SEE GREAT! 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Col man, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Gal insky, O.D. 



Most Medical Insurance Accepted • Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare 
Discounts For Senior Citizens • Transportation provided if eligible 

9th Street OpticaC 


332 9th Street • Brooklyn 965-9545 

(between 5th & 6th Ave.) ' 7 -L°) 
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Mugged in the middle of the 
day in the center of the Slope 


cops that she was almost at her 
door, at Third Avenue, when a 
man jumped out, pointed a sil- 
ver pistol at her head and said, 
“Give it to me.” 

The victim complied, handing 
over a purse that contained $152, 
various cards and a cellphone. 

The perp fled towards Fourth 
Avenue after the 1 pm crime. 

Teen robbed 

Two thugs — one of whom 
seemed to be armed with more 
than a finger — mugged an 18- 
year-old for his iPod on Eighth 
Street on Dec. 16 — but both 
were later arrested, police said. 

Cops say that the teenager 
was walking on the block be- 
tween Seventh and Eighth av- 
enues at around 6:30 pm when 
two fellow teens approached. 

One perp simulated having a 
gun in his pocket and said, 
“What do you got? I got a gun.” 
He then took the teen’s iPod, 
and both thugs fled towards 
Prospect Park. 

Just 15 minutes later, police 
caught up with the two hooli- 
gans, one age 15, the other 16, 
and arrested them for robbery. 
The gun turned out to be a fake, 
but it still earned both perps a 
charge of fourth degree wea- 
pons possession. 

Moving violation 

A quick-thinking thief stole 
some fancy photographic equip- 
ment from a man who was mov- 
ing boxes into a 12th Street home 
on Dec. 15, cops said. 

The victim, who actually 
lives in New Jersey, told cops 
that he was moving the equip- 
ment at around 4 pm. He turned 
his back on a box that he had 
left in the front yard, and when 
he returned, it was gone from 
the scene, which is between 
Fifth and Sixth Avenues. 

The man told police that he 
lost $2,050 in equipment, in- 
cluding a $1500 tripod. 

Data smog 

Two computers were stolen 
out of a Lincoln Place apart- 
ment on Dec. 12 while the resi- 
dents were at work, police said. 

The victim told police that 
she had left the apartment, 
which is between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues, at around 8 am 
and did not return until 5:45 
that night. In the interim, some- 
one broke in through a back 
window and left with a Macin- 
tosh and a Dell laptop, a digital 
camera, a Coach purse, a flat- 
screen monitor and various 
credit cards. 

A construction worker one 
floor below told cops that he 
saw the perp — a 25-year-old, 
6-foot, 160-pound black man 
— leaving the building at 
around 3:15 pm. 

Two more computers — 
again a Mac and a PC — were 
stolen from a Fifth Avenue 
apartment on Dec. 11, cops 

The victim told police that 
she was not in the apartment, 
which is between Dean and 
Bergen streets, between noon 
and 6 pm. When she got back, 
she found the front door open 
and the two computers missing 
from the apartment, which is 
shared by three women. 

Eighth mug 

Two perps demanded a 
woman’s cash, but settled for 
her handbag in a mugging late 
at night on Dec. 10. 

The 29-year-old woman told 
police that the two men ap- 
proached her as she reached the 
comer of President Street and 
Eighth Avenue at around 11:15 

“Give me your money,” one 
of the thugs said. When the 
woman said, “I don’t have any 
money,” the thug changed the 
demand: “Give me your bag.” 

She turned over the purse, 
which contained various cards, 
a cellphone, but no money. The 
perps fled before she could get 
a good look at them. 

Evil tresses 

A woman who entered a 
12th Street hair salon saying 
she was selling hair care mer- 
chandise didn’t make a sale, but 
walked out with one of the em- 


ployees’ handbags, cops said. 

The owner of the salon, 
which is between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues, told police that a 
woman identifying herself as 
“Veronica Cintron” entered at 
around 6:30 pm and said she 
had products to sell. 

The owner turned her head 
away for a minute, but when 
she turned back, “Veronica” 
was gone — and the owner’s 
handbag was missing, too. 

The bag had contained vari- 
ous credit cards and $300. 

Eatery bitten 

One of our editor’s favorite 
Seventh Avenue restaurants was 
broken into after it closed on 
Dec. 9 and an unknown quanti- 
ty of cash was stolen. 

The owner of the Italian wine- 
bar-style restaurant, which is at 
the comer of Third Street, told 
cops that the joint was secure 
when he left for the night. But 
when he returned the next morn- 
ing, he discovered that a perp had 
entered through a back door and 
broken open the cash cabinet. 

Van taken 

Five gun-toting youngsters 

— ranging in age from 16 to 21 

— robbed a Fourth Avenue dry- 
cleaning shop’s delivery van on 
Dec. 14 — but were later ar- 
rested in neighboring Kensing- 
ton during their joyride. 

The delivery man had parked 
the 2005 Honda van in front of 
the cleaners, which is at 14th 
Street, at around 10:30 pm. He 
left the van unlocked, which al- 
lowed the thieves, four men and 
the 16-year-old girl, to take off 
with their ill-gotten wheels. 

But the joyride ended a few 
hours later, when officers in the 
neighboring 66th Precinct pulled 
over the car near the comer of 
McDonald Avenue and Alber- 
marle Road. Further investigation 
yielded a loaded Smith and Wes- 
son pistol — and all five occu- 
pants were charged with wea- 


Wheely bad 

It was a crazy week for car 
thefts and auto break-ins in 
Park Slope. According to police 
records, four additional cars 
were stolen and at least three 
were broken into last week. 
Here’s a roundup: 

• A man who parked his 1993 
Plymouth Voyager on Douglass 
Street between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues on Dec. 13 gave the 
keys to an auto repair shop. 
When the mechanic went to 
move the car at around 6:30 pm, 
he noticed that it was gone. The 
car contained $400 in Harry Pot- 
ter tapes, the victim told cops. 

• A 1994 Chevy Sport was 
stolen from a spot on Third Av- 
enue between First and Third 
streets sometime between Dec. 
5 and Dec. 11. 

• A 1998 Plymouth Voyager 
(what is it with Plymouth Voy- 
agers this week?) was stolen 
from its spot on Sixth Avenue 
between Union and President 
streets sometime between Dec. 
10 and Dec. 12. 

• A 2000 Honda Civic that 
had been parked on 14th Street 
between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues on Dec. 10 was gone 
the next day when the owner 
went to retrieve it. 

In break-ins: 

• The airbag, seat headrest, in- 
dash radio and back door panel 
were stolen out of a Staten Island 
man’s 2005 Jeep that he had 
parked on President Street at 
around 9:30 pm on Dec. 1 1 . He 
returned the next morning to the 
car, which had been parked be- 
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues, 
and discovered the damage. 

• A Boston woman’s laptop 
was stolen out of her Honda, 
which she had parked on De- 
Graw Street at around 1 am on 
Dec. 15. Later that morning, she 
returned to the car, which had 
been between Third and Fourth 
avenues, and found that her lap- 
top had been swiped. 

• Another laptop was stolen 
from a New Jersey man’s car, 
which he had parked on Pros- 
pect Park West on Dec. 15. The 
man left the car between First 
and Second streets at around 
9:45 am. 


ALL SAINTS 

' EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Celebrating 140 Years in Park Slope Brooklyn 


CHRISTMAS EVE 

Candlelight Service with Lessons and Carols 
and Holy Eucharist 

Monday, December 24th - 10:00 p.m. 

7th Ave. at 7th Street 
(Across from Methodist Hospital) 

718-768-1156 • www.allsaintsparkslope.com 


SALE PACKAGES 

Limited Time Only 

$ 249 - 3 months 
$ 399 - 6 months 
$ 599 - 12 months 


Packages Include 

• Harbor Fitness Swag Bag 

• Free Guest Passes for Friends & Family 

• "Health Track" Personal Training 

• Nutritional Counseling 

• New Member Coupon Card 

• One Pilates Reformer Trial 

• Two Tans 


PARK SLOPE 

191 15th St. (off 5th Ave.) 

718-965-6200 


BAY RIDGE 

9215 4th Ave. (Btwn 92 & 93rd St.) 
718-238-9400 


OPEN 24 HOURS 

harborfitness.com 


Letters to Iraq 

Fourth- and fifth-grade students at PS 1 54 in Windsor Terrace, including Alyssa Contreras, 1 1 , 
hand over hundreds of letters for soldiers in Iraq to Det. Michael Cleary of the 72nd Precinct, 
who is collecting letters from kids throughout the neighborhood. 


If only 

the office party 
was half as muc 
fun as Jo 
Spinning® Class 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Two perps mugged a man 
at gunpoint on Seventh Av- 
enue in daylight on Dec. 13, 
stealing $1 ,000, cops said. 

The victim told police that 
he was between Seventh and 
Eighth streets at around 1:40 
pm when the two perps ap- 
proached. One showed off a 


gun and said, “Don’t move. 
Give me the money.” 

That was enough to convince 
the 52-year-old Long Island 
man to hand over the cash. 

Police are looking for two 
20-year-old black men, both 5- 


foot-6 and 150 pounds. 

Armed rob 

A woman walking home on 
Dec. 16 was robbed at gunpoint 
in broad daylight on Eighth 
Street, police said. 

The 27-year-old victim told 
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History: Thing 
of the past? 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 



Joe Jordan 


T hanks to two famous fevers, 

Dec. 16 is the most definitive 
date in the history of Bay 
Ridge. But by the looks of things 
around town, it doesn’t seem like 
many people know why. 

This past Sunday quietly came 
and went, despite the fact that it 
marked both the 154th anniversary 
of the birthday of Bay Ridge, as 
well as the 30th anniversary of the 
release of “Saturday Night Fever.” 

Yet while these two events — 
literally and figuratively — put Bay 
Ridge on the map, few seemed to 

“I don’t believe anything is go- 
ing on to commemorate the day,” 
one member of the Bay Ridge His- 
torical Society told this columnist 
last week. 

Likewise, when a manager at Lenny’s Pizzeria on 86th Street 
— made famous in the opening sequence of “Saturday Night 
Fever” — was asked if the shop was doing anything special for 
the occasion, he responded with a simple “no.” 

Nor was there any public mention of either anniversary at the 
Community Board 10 meeting on Monday, Dec. 17, the day af- 
ter the historic day. 

Perhaps we shouldn’t be surprised when history isn’t a priori- 
ty in Bay Ridge. After all, this is the same place where a row of 
stately Victorian homes was bulldozed without so much as a 
sigh, a time-capsule was ripped out of the ground 47 years too 
early and the majestic Green Church could be demolished — 
and that’s just the last six months! 

Enough, I say! After all, any column called “Yellow Hook- 
er” couldn’t let this one 

What’s in a name? 
Here’s what: When the 
first Dutch settlers ar- 
rived in this neck of the 
woods in the 1500s, they 
called the area Yellow 
Hook, after the strange 
tint of the local soil. 

But in 1853, an out- 
break of fatal Yellow 
Fever broke out. As 
news of the growing epi- 
demic spread, many lo- 
cals were concerned that 
the name “Yellow 
Hook” might be associ- 
ated with the disease and 
subsequently spoil a 
wave of planned devel- 
opment in the area. 

And so, on a cold 
winter’s day — Dec. 16, 
1853 — a group of local 
prominent landowners 
voted unanimously to rename Yellow Hook as Bay Ridge and 
save their fellow residents in the real-estate business. 

Given the success of such a business move, I’m surprised so 
many people around here forgot about it. 

Joe Jordan is a third generation Ridgite. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Dec. 16 may have marked the end of Yellow Hook, but it 
marked a new beginning for former Yellow Hook columnist 
Matt Lysiak. who is now practicing his craft at a little outfit 
called the Daily News. Good luck, Matt! . . . What does the De- 
partment of Transportation have against Fontbonne Hall 
Academy? That’s what some parents were thinking after the 
city denied a request to put a traffic light outside the high 
school at 99th Street and Shore Road. . . . Hats off to our pals 
Phil Nuzzo. Therese Panicali and everyone in the choir at 
St. Anselm for their free Christmas concert last Saturday 
night. The house was packed and the joint was jumping (for the 
Lord, of course!). . . . You have a few more days to reduce your 
holiday guilt by bringing toys to AhITone Communications 
on 67th Street and Fifth Avenue, which is collecting presents 
for victims of domestic violence. . . . Meet the new board, same 
as the old board: Congrats to the executive officers of CB1 0 
who were all re-elected for the 2008 term. . . . Our pal, Xaver- 
ian HS senior Anthony Liatsis. has been accepted to Stanford! 
Naturally, he was excited. “I’m ecstatic and overwhelmed,” he 
told us. And, naturally, the school’s president, Sal Ferrera. was 
equally excited for Anthony’s “hard work” and his parents’ 
“good judgment” — though he couldn’t resist putting in a plug, 
citing the Shore Road school’s excellent “preparation for col- 
lege.” E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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Harbor Motor Inn 



• 25 years in business • Ample parking on premises 

• Convenient location • 24 hour security 

(off Exit 5 on the Belt Pkwy, • Easy Taxi Cab Access 

B6 bus stops in front) • Food Deliveries 




Harbor Motor Inn 

1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 
FI Fax: (718) 266-0888 I®© 



VFW post commander Angel Rios shows off the tickets that he received for preparing food on site. The bitter joke? Rios's 
post does not have a kitchen! 

Veterans steamed over ice 


By Joe Jordan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

They served their country. 
Then they were served with 

For serving ice! 

And now a Veterans of For- 
eign Wars post on 93rd Street 
is still being hounded by the 
Health Department for a viola- 
tion dating back to May 5. 

“We appealed the fines in 
court, but still had to pay late 
fees,” says Angel Rios, a 79- 
year-old Korean War vet and 
current VFW post commander. 
“We wanted to comply, but 
they still made us pay.” 

The VWF post was cited for 
violating city Health Code, sec- 
tion 81.15(a), which states: 
“Food Protection Certificate 
not held by supervisor of food 
operations.” 

The vets initially argued that 
they did not need such a certifi- 
cate since the post doesn’t have 


a kitchen. However, the 300- 
member post does operate an 
ice machine, which requires 
such certification. 

To comply, Rios and a 
deputy paid $105 each for a 
five-day training course, just to 
be certified to dish out ice 
cubes to dues-paying veterans. 

Yet the post’s troubles, ac- 
cording to the vets, still haven’t 
stopped. 

“We went for the training, 
just to serve ice. We’ve mailed 
our check to pay the fines. Yet 
they are still sending us notices 
to pay,” Rios told The Brook- 
lyn Paper. 

Rios also noted that the fines 
are an undue burden for a non- 
for-profit organization that ex- 
ists for the noble purpose of 
providing vets a place to feel 
welcome. 

“They served their country, 
they can come in here and have 
friends. For some, this may be 
the last place left for them on 


earth,” added Rios, who is con- 
cerned about the overall direc- 
tions of the Health Depart- 
ment’s crackdown. 

“I thought we beat Fas- 
cism,” says Rios. 

listed local bi-partisan support. 

“Look, these guys are volun- 
teers who served in Korea, 
Vietnam — overseas for this 
country. It is unfortunate that 
authorities would be unyield- 
ing, considering the circum- 
stances here,” said Mike Long, 
chairman of the New York 
State Conservative Party and a 
Bay Ridge liquor store owner. 
Long was quick to note that 
while “the law applies to 
everyone,” many of the regula- 
tions cited are just more exam- 
ples of an oppressive “nanny- 

Councilman Vince Gentile 
(D-Bay Ridge) sent a letter to 
the Health Department on Nov. 
28 asking at least to authorize 


Victory at Victory (for now)! 


By Loren Bonner 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The emergency room at the beleaguered Victo- 
ry Memorial Hospital will remain open even after 
the state closes down the entire facility by Feb. 1 . 

State Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge), Rep. 
Vito Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) and Councilman 
Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) announced last 
Thursday that the hospital will maintain its emer- 
gency room until a plan for an urgent care center 

— a step down from a 24-hour emergency room 

— is approved by the state Department of Health. 
“We want to see a safe transition from hospital 

to urgent care center and nursing home,” said Di- 
ane Mathis, a Department of Health spokesperson. 

Although the decision only keeps the ER open 
a little longer, lawmakers were calling the decision 
a win for the community. 

“I am gratified to see that the Department of 


Health recognizes the danger ... if Victory were 
suddenly closed,” said Gentile. 

Last month, Victory backers sued the state, de- 
manding that at least the emergency room remain 
open. The lawsuit is an attempt to reverse the 
state’s decision to close the hospital. 

The 243-bed Victory Memorial is one of the 
nine New York hospitals that were recommended 
for closure earlier this year by the Berger Com- 
mission, which cited the hospital’s November, 
2006, bankruptcy filing and “severe financial trou- 
ble” as the main reason for the Feb. 1 shutdown. 

If Victory facilities were to close, the 17,000 peo- 
ple who visit the emergency room each year would 
be redirected to hospitals that are further away. 

“The battle to permanently keep open the emer- 
gency room continues, and for the good of the 
community, I will not rest as long as the health 
and safety of the neighborhood i 
said Golden. 


the removal of the late fees. 

“It is a non-profit organiza- 
tion, not a professional bar, and 
they were unaware of the regu- 
lations,” said Gentile spokesper- 
son Kwame Patterson. 

“They’ve tried to rectify the 
situation, and shouldn’t be pun- 
ished for doing so.” 

It’s not the first time that the 
Health Department has made 
headlines for dusting off the ol’ 
rule book to crack down on 
Brooklyn businesses. 

Earlier this year, Moonshine 
Bar in Red Hook was busted 
because a bartender inserted a 
lime into a Corona beer — a 
time-honored tradition — with 
his bare hands instead of with 
tongs, gloves, or some other 

Unlike limes, though, viola- 
tions involving ice are “cited 
upon occasion,” according to a 
Health Department spokesper- 
son, who was quick to add that 
“ice machines have been impli- 
cated in food-borne illness out- 
breaks elsewhere in the coun- 
try.” 

Rios doesn’t buy it, but sees 
the regulation as petty and 
worse — “discrimination.” 

“What about private citizens 
who buy refrigerators that man- 
ufacture ice?” he asked. “Do 
they need a permit to handle 
the ice in their own homes?” 
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Brooklyn Do? House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

/ '"' s m 7am-l0pm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 

I ^ J ' 1 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

I I /i I • web cams - watch your dog play 

\ * II' curbside pick up and drop off 

' Z' I I • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]2] Douglass (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


STAIR LIFTS 


FREE Estimate 
and in-home 
consultation 
FREE Installation 
FREE Delivery 



DERMER 


PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

S3EM9I • 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 


Congress just doesn’t get it! 


Why isn't Congress 
moving to make English 
the official language of 
the United States? 


Mike Ricatto President 


BetterLeadershipAmerica.or g 
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Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 

have the “Mini-Implant System" placed in 

less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 

on ABC & Fox News 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverag 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 


*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
*with a puchase of MDI 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718 - 833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 





L ouu ce 


430 Bay 


718-680 


° m Brooklyn 

Parkway, Bt° 


,.0600 




;0m UED \® al 





Da- ^f^S E g VauCoraa 

General Op^°Sea\ surged 

^ OStlt t?caUnes^ a 


^ c pearls^ 

. 'ophthata 0 ^’ 
pedratrrc , disorders, 

£***gZ**’* 


MM, Crdi<C^ ACCtt ' ed 









;B TO r ) 4 BRZ 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


December 22, 2007 





SALE PACKAGES 

Limited Time Only 

$ 249 - 3 months 
$ 399 - 6 months 
$ 599 - 12 months 


^ Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 

Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 


32 1 8 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, ny Sheepshead bay 

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com 


Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel: (718) 368-3334 
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VZ bridge 'fix' on its way 


Packages Include 

• Harbor Fitness Swag Bag 

• Free Guest Passes for Friends & Family 

• "Health Track" Personal Training 

• Nutritional Counseling 

• New Member Coupon Card 

• One Pilates Reformer Trial 

• Two Tans 


PARK SLOPE 

191 15th St. (off 5th Ave.) 

718-965-6200 

BAY RIDGE 

9215 4th Ave. (Btwn 92 & 93rd St.) 
718-238-9400 

OPEN 24 HOURS 

harborfitness.com 


By Noah Zuss 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Exasperated Verrazano-Nar- 
rows Bridge commuters may 
soon get some relief from pro- 
longed delays thanks to a deal 
between local lawmakers and 
the Metropolitan Transporta- 
tion Authority to implement 
traffic-relief measures on the 
under-repair span. 

The agreement, which calls 
for a new high occupancy lane 
on the Gowanus Expressway 
during the evening rush hour, 
came on the same day that 
lawyers were scheduled to ap- 
pear in State Supreme Court for 
yet another hearing on a lawsuit 
demanding greater traffic miti- 
gation efforts from the state 
transportation agency. 

Thanks to the agreement, the 
lawyer for the group of local 
lawmakers that filed the suit 
earlier this year asked for the 
case to be adjourned until the 
relief measures are implement- 
ed and the results can be stud- 
ied. 

This week, the lawmakers 
were claiming victory. 

“We first sat down to negoti- 
ate [with the MTA] in June be- 
cause we knew the traffic back- 
ups from the project was a 
problem,” said Councilman Jim- 
my Oddo, (R-Dyker Heights). 

“The lawsuit is the biggest 
reason we are here to announce 
[the traffic relief measures] to- 
day. Make no mistake, the 
MTA acted because the specter 
of its employees testifying un- 
der oath . . . was highly unap- 
pealing.” 

Naturally, the MTA dis- 


Councilman Jimmy Oddo (R-Dyker Heights) and Rep. Vito 
Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) announce that traffic on the Verrazano 
Bridge may improve, thanks to a new deal with the MTA. 


“We still believe the lawsuit 
is without merit,” said Hillary 
Ring, the MTA’s director of 
government affairs, who added 
that the traffic-relief measures 
would be put in place because 
they “made sense” for the city 
and the MTA. 

“We do want to reduce com- 
mute times during the ongoing 
construction,” he said. 

The MTA claims that the 
new HOV lane on the Gowanus 
Expressway between 65th and 


92nd streets could slash com- 
mute times by 15-30 minutes. 
The agency also believes the 
extra lane will cut down on traf- 
fic backups through Bay Ridge, 
with more drivers staying on the 
highway instead of approaching 
the bridge from streets. 

But the lane won’t be avail- 
able until April, 2008 . 

Traffic during the ongoing 
reconstruction of the bridge has 
been a problem on both sides of 
the fabled span for nearly seven 
months. 


62/68 BLOTTER 


Salon has 

hair-raising 

experience 


By Joe Jordan 
and Michael Giardina 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


Thieves let themselves out 
the front door of a 77th Street 
hair salon — after letting 
themselves in through the wall 
of a vacant adjoining shop. 

And the safe was a piece of 
cake compared to the wall. 

Cops say the owner of the 
salon, which is near Third Av- 
enue, discovered the crime on 
Dec. 12. 

The not-so small time crooks 
caused a lot of damage, and got 
away with $1,400. 

Camera off 

When a 42-year-old man ar- 
rived to open his Bay Ridge 
Avenue store on Dec. 13, he 
discovered that someone had 
gotten in first. 

Thieves had broken in 
overnight by lifting the front 
gates and making off with $300 
from the register, cops said. 

The crime would be easier to 
solve if the owner had kept on 
the security camera at the store, 
which is near Fifth Avenue. 

Drink and walk 

A gang of heavy-fisted thugs 
beat up a 29-year-old man out- 
side a popular Third Avenue 
club at 3:20 am on Dec. 15. 

But this is not the easiest 
crime to solve because the vic- 
tim told cops that he was too 
intoxicated to identify the gang 
of thugs that mauled him out- 
side the bar, which is near 82nd 
Street. 

The attack left the victim 
with a laceration on his head. 

Airbagged 

Someone stole the airbags 
out of a 2005 Toyota Camry 
that was parked on Eighth Av- 
enue on Dec 14. 

Cops say the theft occurred 
near the comer of 64th Street at 
around 4:30 pm, when the thief 
broke into the car — though he 
did not break its windows. 

The airbags have a street val- 
ue of $1 200, cops said. 

Tools taken 

If only the stolen GPS could 
track who did it. 

That’s what one 32-year-old 
man is wishing after discover- 
ing that someone broke into his 
2006 Sierra that he had parked 
on 66th Street on Dec. 13. 

All together, more than 
$ 1 ,000 worth of tools and elec- 
tronics was stolen from the ve- 
hicle, which had been parked 
near Eighth Avenue. 

No tip needed 

More than $ 1 ,000 was mys- 
teriously stolen out of a car that 
had been valet-parked near a 
13th Avenue restaurant on Dec. 
16, cops said. 

The 30-year-old car owner 
told police that she had handed 
the keys to the valet at the 
restaurant, which is near 67th 
Street, and went in for dinner. 

When she came out, she dis- 
covered that $1 ,129 and a pow- 
er drill were gone. 


62nd Precinct 


Nightly mug 

A woman was mugged and 
robbed after she parked her car 
on 77th Street on Dec. 15. 

The 25-year-old parked the 
car near 20th Avenue at around 
9:30 pm and had started walk- 
ing home when the perp ap- 
proached her. He pulled the 
purse from her arm, and 
punched her in the face, swip- 


ing $120, including her credit 
and debit cards, police said. 

The perp was last seen flee- 
ing the scene down 20th Av- 
enue, clenching the handbag. 

Dual burg 

Two people had their apart- 
ments broken into, ransacked 
and robbed of cash and jewelry 
on Dec. 14. 

The first break-in was on 
20th Avenue near 67th Street. 
At around 10:30 am, the 30- 
year-old resident returned to 
find her front door kicked in 
and $5,000 and jewelry missing 
from a back room. 

Six hours later, a 23rd Av- 
enue apartment was broken 
into. The 45-year-old returned 
to find that his home, which is 
near 62nd Street, had been ran- 
sacked and $3,500 in electron- 
ics and jewelry was missing, 
police said. 

At first sight 

Two sisters had their cash 
and jewelry stolen by two thugs 
who had answered their want 
ad for love on Dec. 12. 

The sisters, who are in their 
30s, set up a meeting for the 
two prospective “husbands” to 
come to their Bay Parkway 
apartment, which is near 63rd 
street. The two thugs arrived at 
around 1 : 1 5 am, and had a few 
drinks with the ladies. 

Without any warning, how- 
ever, one of the perps pulled out 
a black pistol and demanded 
money and jewelry, while the 
other searched through their 
pocketbooks and took $350, 
cellphones and jewelry, police 

The perps ran off with the 
goods, and told the victims that 
if they contacted police, they 
would be killed. 

It is unclear if the incident 
has soured the women on the 
marriage. 

Unwilling deposit 

A man who forgot his wallet 
on the counter of a Bay Park- 
way bank on Dec. 12 later re- 
turned to find it was gone — 
and there were some extra 
charges on his credit cards. 

Video surveillance at the 
bank, which is near 65th Street, 
shows a perp running off with 
the goods at around 4 pm. 

The wallet held $1,200 - 
and credit cards, which were 
later used, police said. 

Johnny Friendly 

A man who had his new 
credit card stolen from the mail- 
box of his 63rd Street apart- 
ment, later helped positively ID 
and arrest the thief that illegally 
charged more than $500 to the 
cards on Dec. 11. 

The 58-year-old’s card was 
stolen in October from the 
apartment, which is near 18th 
Avenue. After contacting po- 
lice, he later ID ’d the thief by 
watching her on surveillance 
footage using the stolen cards in 
a local CVS. 

The perp, who charged $592 
over a two month span, was an 
acquaintance of the victim for 
more than seven years, police 

86th break-in 

A car was broken into and 
robbed on 86th Street while its 
owner was working out at a 
gym on Dec. 10. 

The 33-year-old car owner re- 
turned to her vehicle, which was 
near Bay 20th Street, following 
her workout, at around 2:20 pm. 
She discovered her driver’s-side 
window was busted and her cell- 
phone, credit and debit cards 
were gone, police said. 
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A Food Co-op of their own? 

Fort Greeners plot way to pick Park Slope clean 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Fort Greene and Clinton 
Hill foodies are contemplating 
the organic crime of the centu- 
ry: they’re considering starting 
a rival version of the Park 
Slope Food Co-op. 

Kathryn Zarczynski, the 
Clinton Hill-based operator of 
the eco-friendly Web site guilt- 
freeshopping.com, and DK 
Holland, a Food Co-op member 
who lives in Fort Greene, are 
actively plotting to open then- 
own members-owned-and-op- 
erated supermarket. 

“I was talking to DK and 
said, ‘Wouldn’t it be great if we 
had a food co-op in our neigh- 
borhood?”’ recalled Zarczynski. 

Holland took to the idea like 
a vegan to Quom mycoprotein 
patties — in part due to her en- 
thusiasm for the Park Slope 
Food Co-op, the Union Street 
supermarket between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues that Holland 
joined in July. 

Holland speaks of the Park 
Slope Co-op like a woman in 
the blush of first love, effusing 
about its diversity, civility and 
absence of commercialism. 

She’s even grown fond of 
the two-hour and 45 -minute 
shift she’s required to put in 
every four weeks — the bane of 
many of the Co-op’s longer- 
serving members. 

“My first job at the Co-op 


was as a check-in person, and 
on my first day, a blind person 
walked in and asked if he could 


have someone shop for him,” 
said Holland. “Someone was 
assigned, and I thought, ‘This is 


the way the world should be.’” 

The Park Slope Food Co-op 
was founded with just 10 mem- 
bers in 1973 on do-gooder 
ideals of community, team- 
work, and the notion that one 
should actually work to attain 
those things — principles for 
which it is alternately esteemed 
and mocked. 

In 2006, the food blog Chow 
ran a feature story called “Won’t 
work for food” about the Co-op, 
in which the writer skewered its 
long lines and stringent work re- 
quirements, which she likened to 
a “Soviet-style re-education 
camp.” Meanwhile, Gawker 
dubbed the Co-op the “world’s 
most annoying grocery store.” 

But the very principles that 
irritate outsiders — coupled 
with the lack of affordable 
foodie-oriented stores in Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill — is 
what prompted Holland and 
Zarczynski to pursue the idea of 
a co-op of their own. 

Fort Greene and Clinton Hill 
do have their share of grocery 
stores, but none that would 
meet a gourmet’s discerning 
needs. There’s the Pathmark at 
Atlantic Center, which Holland 
calls “a pit”; the Associated on 
Myrtle Avenue, which satisfies 
Zarczynski ’s basic needs, but 
nothing more; the Bravo on 
Myrtle Avenue, which has lim- 
ited foodie appeal; and the new 
Fresh Garden on Fulton Street, 
which has plenty of foodie ap- 


peal (but high prices to match). 

So far, Holland and Zarczyns- 
ki have won the support of some 
acquaintances and, perhaps most 
importantly, of Joe Holtz, the 
general manager and a founding 
member of the Park Slope Food 
Co-op, who said that his 13,454- 
member grocery store has hun- 
dreds of members from Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill. 

“[A Fort Greene co-op] is a 
great idea,” said Holtz. “I think 
there should be more food co- 
if it sounds odd that Holtz 
would support this organic up- 
rising, don’t forget that the 
Park Slope Food Co-op prides 
itself on “co-operation among 
co-operatives” — one of the 
seven principles set forth by 
the International Co-operative 
Alliance. 

If Holtz is so willing to take 
on Holland and Zarczynski as 
mentees it’s probably because 
the Co-op is surging with mem- 
bership, up nearly five percent 
from last year. Each member 
has at least $100 invested in the 
store, giving the $29-million-a- 
year store assets in excess of 
$1.3 million. 

“We’re not officially or unof- 
ficially looking to lose mem- 
bers,” said Holtz, one of 60 
paid staffers who handle the 
day-to-day operations of the 
store. “But overcrowding is a 
problem.” 
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Are you looking to develop new skill-sets or enhance 
your current level of employment? 

Then this FREE JOB TRAINING SKILLS and 
PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM "I 
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PROGRAM 


FREE Certificate Classes starting in Mid-January 2008 

• Certified EKG Technician • Patient Care Technician for CNA’s • 

• EMT-B Certification • Certified Phlebotomy Technician • 

• Food Service & Culinary Essentials Certificate Programs • 

• Real Estate (Pre-License) • Serv-Safe Certified Food Handler • 

• Medical Billing & Coding Specialist • 
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For More Information Call: 718-368-5051 


Continuing Education at Kingsborough Community College 

2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235 
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MORTON'S TAKES ON LUGER... 


Continued from page 1 
Porterhouse a little gristly on 
his last visit in July. 

Two months later, the New 
York Times validated my im- 
pression, with reviewer Frank 
Bruni accusing the steakhouse 
of coasting and gloating. 

Meanwhile, Morton’s is not 
chopped liver (heck, they don’t 
even serve it). 

The Chicago-based chain’s 
Manhattan location — one of 
78 worldwide — got a 23 Zagat 
rating, though it lost some 
points for being “formulaic.” 

When I ate there, I liked the 
fact that the other items on the 
menu — like actual vegetables, 
real salads and fresh fish — are 
not just afterthoughts. 

And the steak was outstand- 
ing. Was it as good as a Luger 
Porterhouse on its best day? No 
way. But Peter Luger hasn’t had 
its best day in a while. 

Not that Peter Luger co- 
owner Amy Rubenstein is wor- 
ried about the newcomer. 

“I think our quality is evi- 
dent,” she told me this week. 

Perhaps, but Morton’s will 
hurt Luger with its prime cus- 


Here’s the beef 

News that Morton's of Chicago — an upscale chain steakhouse — had leased space at 
the Brooklyn Marriott finally gives borough beef lovers a prime choice. Here's how the 
newcomer fares against our legendary Porterhouse purveyor, Peter Luger, in our first 
ever steakhouse smackdown: 

MORTON'S 

NAME 

PETER LUGER 

1978 

Opened 

1887 

Dark clubhouse with 
white linen tablecloths 
and no windows 

Feel 

German beer-hall with no 
tablecloths over well-worn 
wooden tables and waiters 
who are mean to you 

78 

(including Great Neck, NY) 

Number of locations 

Two 

(Brooklyn and Great Neck, NY) 

Massive filet mignon 
and other things on the 
menu besides steak 

Best known for 

Massive Porterhouse and 
rude waiters (did we mention 
them?) 

Wet-aged off-site 

Steak aging technique 

Dry-aged on site 

23 

Most recent Zagat rating 

28 

Founder's previous job 
was as food and beverage 
manager for Playboy clubs 
in the 1960s! 

Fun fact 

Bucking longstanding custom 
in the meat biz, Luger's beef 
is picked by the three 
women owners! 


tomer: businessmen and wom- 
en with expense accounts. Mor- 
ton’s, you see, takes credit cards 
while Peter Luger makes you 
take a J train to Marcy Avenue 
with $500 in your pocket. 

Plus, with 300 seats, if 11 be 
much easier to get a table at 
Morton’s — something that has 
become an impossible dream at 
Peter Luger (unless you like 
your 36-ounce steak at 4 pm or 
at midnight). So it’s about time 
another steak has staked a claim 
to Brooklyn. 

It’s not the first time in recent 
months that an outsider has tried 
to dethrone a Brooklyn institu- 
tion. Before Morton’s decided to 
take on Peter Luger, Applebee’s 
announced that it had hired Cake 
Man Raven to sell his wares at 
their location on Flatbush Av- 
enue Extension — right across 
the street from cheesecake-sell- 
ing superstar, Junior’s. 

That battle began in earnest 
on Thursday with a big Apple- 
bee’s media event.I was there, 
of course, sucking down Cake 
Man’s desserts like a diabetic. 

What can I say? I have a rep- 
utation to maintain. 


Christmas at Plymouth 


Congregational 

Rev. David C. Fisher, Senior Minister 
Bruce Oelschlager, Minister of Music 

Sun., Dec. 23, I 1:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 

Rev. David C. Fisher, preaching 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

Mon., Dec. 24, 6:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

of lessons and carols with a selection by 
the Plymouth Choir and a meditation 
by Rev. David C. Fisher. 

Harp prelude begins at 5:30. 


Orange Street, between Hicks and Henry, 
Brooklyn Heights • 718-624-4743 


www.plymouthchurch.org 


Plymouth 

Churchy 

Pilgrims 

Gathering in joy and faith 



Personal training for every level of fitness! 

ABSOLUTE FITNESS 


N E R S 


Special introductory offer: a comprehensive 
fitness evaluation plus three 90 minute 
sessions with a personal trainer for $225.00. 
With over 15 years of experience, our 
certified trainer will work with you in your 
home or office to achieve your goals. 

* For more information call 718-788-3212. *\ 
y www.absolutefitnesstrainers.com 


Strength Training • Cardiovascular Fitness 
Functional Training • Increase Flexibility 
Kick Boxing • Acupuncture • Oi Gong • Massage 



The new International House of Pancakes at the corner of Livingston and Bond streets in 
Downtown was packed on opening day Tuesday. 


PANCAKES... 


Continued from page 1 

“For years we’ve been ask- 
ing each other, ‘Why isn’t there 
an IHOP Downtown and why 
aren’t there more IHOPs in 
Brooklyn?”’ added Cox. 

The Downtown location is 
just the beginning of Cox and 
Cummins’s IHOP empire. 

After a rigorous screening at 


IHOP’s “Pancake College,” the 
pair was given the right to de- 
velop three IHOPs in Brooklyn. 
And if the first day’s business at 
the Downtown store is any indi- 
cation, those other two loca- 
tions will also be well received. 

The Downtown store is their 
first IHOP, but not their first 
restaurant. Cox and Cummins, 
who grew up in Flatbush and 


East Flatbush respectively, 
opened Famous Seafood in then- 
old stomping grounds in 2006. 

Oh, and the Rooty Tooty 
Fresh ’N Fruity? This ethereal 
combination of buttermilk pan- 
cakes smothered with fruit and 
whipped cream has been IHOP’s 
signature dish since 1984. 

It’s unlikely that dieting Bor- 
ough President Markowitz will 
dive in, but he is expected at the 
restaurant’s ribbon-cutting cere- 
mony next month, Cummins said. 


COPPER... 


Continued from page 1 

“When a thief passes by a 
construction site, he thinks, ‘Oh, 
they’ve got new pipes in there, I 
can just go in and rip them out 
and I’ll be set,”’ Brown said. 
“But he can’t do that if the site 
is secure and guarded.” 

But even a guarded site can 
become a target. Just ask the con- 
struction crew at the Ikea in Red 
Hook. Thieves raided the guard- 
ed, fenced-in site in June and 
stole a huge cache of welding ca- 
ble. That was the first in a mini- 
crime wave, police records show. 

A commercial building on 
Sterling Place was robbed of al- 
most $3,000 in copper piping in 
July. 

Another thief walked off 


with 37 spools of orange gold 
from the armory on Eighth Av- 
enue at 14th Street in Park 
Slope in August. 

And a couple of thieves made 
off with $ 1 ,500 worth of copper 
wire from a Flatbush Avenue 
construction site in Downtown 
Brooklyn last month. 

Such thefts place Brooklyn in 
the center of a larger national 
trend, experts said. 

Ken Geremia, a spokesman 
for the Copper Development 
Association, an industry group, 
says there was a “huge escala- 
tion in copper thievery” when 
its value hit a high of $4 a 
pound in May, 2006. 

“Thievery has always been a 
problem,” Geremia said. “But 


with the market price being at a 
historic high, thefts are also at a 
historic high.” 

The metal is highly sought 
after, not just because of its val- 
ue, but also because it is readily 
available and perfect for risk- 
averse criminals (who wants to 
rob people in the street or break 
into a home?). 

The increase in thefts has 
gotten the attention of the scrap 
metal industry, too. 

Earlier this year, Frank Cozzi, 
the chairman of the Institute of 
Scrap Recycling Industries, re- 
minded his members to be on the 
lookout for stolen scrap. 

He suggested a good rule of 
thumb for scrap metal dealers: 
Think twice if someone shady 
shows up with “manhole cov- 
ers, funeral plaques or 20-foot 
lengths of copper downspouts 
tied to the top of a 1970 VW 
Beetle.” 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Downtown scores again 


D owntown Brooklyn got a few more ex- 
amples this week of what can happen 
when government gets out of the way 
and lets our borough’s vibrant free market 

On Monday, a large development company 
announced a significant deal to lease 40,000 
square feet of unused retail space in a long- 
empty courthouse building on Adams Street. 
In a separate deal, the same company an- 
nounced that it was bringing a 300-seat Mor- 
ton’s steakhouse — a high-end rival to our 
own Peter Luger — to unused retail space in 
the Brooklyn Marriott’s annex. 

Taken together, the upscale retail will turn 
an empty strip into a destination — and not 
just for Brooklyn Heights residents who have 
long ignored anything to the east of Borough 
Hall, but for all Brooklynites. 

Already, the development company is talk- 
ing about a Barney’s or an Apple store along 
what will soon be a revitalized Adams Street. 
The next day, Downtown workers and resi- 


dents got some more good news: two hip-hop 
producers had opened an International House 
of Pancakes franchise on Livingston Street. 

While the victuals may not be to everyone’s 
liking, the already crowded IHOP — with its 
friendly staff and cheery interior — is obvi- 
ously filling a gap that no government master 
plan had managed to solve during decades of 
“urban renewal” projects. 

I n fact, recent history has shown that the 
best urban renewal for Downtown Brook- 
lyn has been a laissez-faire approach. 
While it doesn’t work in every circumstance, 
in every neighborhood, getting government 
out of the way has proven to be very success- 
ful Downtown. 

The 2004 upzoning of the area between the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music and the Manhat- 
tan Bridge has resulted in a half-dozen towers 
already going up, with more on the way — the 
beginnings of a new residential neighborhood 
of 30,000. 

The market for new housing has spoken — 


and developers have answered, thanks to a 
hands-off approach by city planners. 

Ironically, those planners intended that 
2004 upzoning to stimulate millions of square 
feet of office construction — but the market 
wasn’t there. Had the city decreed a master 
plan for office towers — like a prior genera- 
tion of planners did at the dour Metrotech 
complex nearby — developers would right 
now be constructing a chain of white ele- 
phants from BAM to the bridge. 

A re there problems with all this develop- 
ment going on Downtown? Of course. 
There remain serious questions about 
how the existing infrastructure will handle so 
many new residents. And we certainly do not 
support the use of eminent domain — another 
government intrusion — to tear down historic 
buildings. 

But on balance, Downtown’s rebirth is far 
better off in the hands of the market than in 
those of the bureaucrats. 
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LETTERS 


Expert: There is a way to fix Atlantic Yards traffic 


To the editor, 

Your article, “City can’t curb Yards secu- 
rity” (Dec. 8) indicates a lack of under- 
standing by the Council of Brooklyn Neigh- 
borhoods that buildings can be designed 
today to be far more blast resistant than they 
used to be, that measures can be taken to 
keep vehicles from getting too close to a 
building and, if required by the NYPD, that 
the stadium can be relocated further away 
from the street prior to construction. 

But what still concerns the Brooklyn 
Chapter of the American Institute of Archi- 
tects is the adverse impact the stadium will 
have on the traffic in the area. In hopes of 
mitigating the additional traffic anticipated 
when the stadium is in use, the Chapter sug- 
gests the following measures: 

1 . The city should prohibit the Nets are- 
na from providing any off-street parking at 
the arena site. Instead, the city should pro- 
vide municipal parking for approximately 
1 ,000 cars at one or several locations in an 
industrial area in the Brownsville/East New 
York area, within walking distance of pub- 
tic transportation. This parking would be 
used on a daily basis for business people 
driving to work as well as for patrons at- 
tending basketball games. 

However, on game nights, either the Nets 
or the Atlantic Yards developer should be 
required to provide shuttle buses from the 
remote parking areas to the arena. 

2. Eliminate parking on all major thor- 


oughfares going to, or coming from, Man- 
hattan during rush hours, and meter all side 
streets in the area. Enforce existing “Don’t 
Block the Box” rules at all major intersec- 

3. Eliminate parking permits for city em- 
ployees’ private vehicles to encourage them 
to take public transportation. 

4. Discount bus and subway fares during 
off hours. 

Of course, the best solution would be to 
reduce the density of the residential/com- 
mercial area in Atlantic Yards. If most of the 
existing streets would remain as city prop- 
erty, whether open for vehicular traffic or 
relegated to pedestrian use only, and the 
same floor area ratio is retained, the total 
buildable floor area would be reduced by 
approximately 20 percent, which would 
substantially reduce traffic. 

The Chapter is very much in favor of 
bringing a professional basketball team to 
Brooklyn and developing the rail yard area, 
but we do not feel that enough thought has 
been given to the traffic impact of the over- 
all development. 

We believe that if our suggestions are 
adopted it will prevent a traffic disaster 
from occurring. 

/. Donald Weston, Brooklyn Heights 

The writer is chair of the Urban Design 
Committee of the Brooklyn Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects. 


Hanukkah shopping 

To the editor, 

This is in response to last week’s letter 
from a Park Sloper who was disturbed that 
there are no Hanukkah items in the two big 
box stores she visited (“Hanukkah harried,” 
Dec. 15). I am also disturbed by this. 

But I am also disappointed to discover 
that the writer focused her shopping on na- 
tional chains rather than locally owned and 
operated small businesses. 

Many of the local “Mom and Pop” stores 
in Park Slope have recently banded together 
to educate area residents in the importance 
of buying locally. Local retailers are typical- 
ly responsive to neighborhood needs and re- 
quests. 

Furthermore, when people shop in their 
neighborhood stores, the money that they 
spend is recycled within the community at 
least three times. This is definitively not the 
case when people shop at national chain 

As for Hanukkah candles, Hanukkah gift 
wrap etc., our toy store has been carrying 
these items, and many more, for 30 years. 
We also offer a full range of Passover items 
in the Passover season. 

And we are not the only ones. 

There are a number of other locally 
owned small stores in Park Slope that carry 
Hanukkah items and Passover items as well. 
Please consider the value of shopping local- 


ly, rather than nationally. 

Allen Brafman, Park Slope 

The writer is owner of Little Things Toy 
Store on Seventh Avenue. 

Moses’s sin 

To the editor, 

I enjoyed Tom Gilbert’s column “Is 
O’Malley really evil” (Dec. 8). It is inter- 
esting to compare Robert Moses with one 
of today’s major developers, Bruce Ratner 
and his Atlantic Yards project. 

During the 1950s, Dodgers owner Walter 
O’Malley looked at various locations for a 
new baseball stadium — one that he 
planned to finance using his own money. 
With limited seating capacity at Ebbets 
Field, he said he needed a new modem sta- 
dium to remain financially viable. 

Mega-builder Moses refused to allow 
him access to the current day Atlantic Yards 
project site. This location was easily acces- 
sible to thousands of baseball fans from all 
around the Big Apple via numerous subway 

And thousands of fans in eastern Queens 
and Nassau and Suffolk counties would have 
had direct access to this stadium via the 
LIRR. Imagine how different Brooklyn 
would have been if elected officials had stool 
up to Moses and allowed construction of a 
new stadium for the Dodgers in that area. 

Contrast Walter O’Malley with Bruce 


Ratner. O’Malley would have used his own 
money to finance a new stadium. Ratner is 
counting on favorable eminent domain rul- 
ings by Big Brother along with corporate 
welfare in the form of direct government 
funding, public infrastructure improve- 
ments, low interest loans and long-term tax 
exemptions. The final price tag for the pub- 
lic is still unknown. 

In the end, O’Malley did leave town with 
our beloved Dodgers. On the other 
hand, Ratner is picking the pockets of tax- 
payers for a tidy sum. 

So Robert Moses was no friend to city 
taxpayers or Brooklyn residents. 

Larry Penner, Great Neck, New York 

Bikingsafe 

To the editor, 

The widespread disregard for bicycle 
laws jeopardizes the safety of good drivers 
and pedestrians throughout this neighbor- 
hood and all of Brooklyn (“They all want 
me dead now,” Park Slope edition and on- 
line, Oct. 20). With bikes being so popular 
in the city, particularly for delivery services, 
you would think riders might take more 
care and consider their legal responsibility 
while traveling. 

As of July 26, bicycle-riding delivery 
workers were required to wear helmets for 
work. In fact, their employers are required 
to supply the helmets. Yet constantly, I see 


delivery workers on bikes wearing only 
baseball caps, zig-zagging between cars, ig- 
noring stoplights and engaging in other dan- 
gerous activities that put themselves and 
others using the roads at risk for injury. 

Additionally, in most cases, if an automo- 
bile driver is involved in an accident with a 
cyclist, the driver is held responsible regard- 
less of the situation. These claims will have 
a drastic, negative effect on the driver’s in- 
surance rate. 

As a city, we need to stand up collective- 
ly and make sure that we contact our local 
government representatives to make sure 
that these laws get enforced. A poor bicycle 
rider deserves a ticket as much as a poor car 

This is the only way to protect the safety 
of all citizens who use the roads. 

Harvey Left, Carroll Gardens 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn Paper, 

55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and neigh- 
borhood are published with the letter). 
Letters may lie edited and will not be 
returned. The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 



Affordable $20 — $28 rsf rents 

Effective rents in the teens 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants 

Space Available: 

Call Caroline Pardo or 

Louise Ehrmann 718_222_2500 

Two Trees ~ www.dumbo-newyork.com 




WHY ADVERTISE 

IN THE BROOKLYN PAPER? 



^ Advertising in 
the Brooklyn Paper 
keeps me close to 
my customers in 
my neighborhood ^ 


Ellen Gottlieb 
Associate Broker 
Brooklyn Bridge Realty 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 

To advertise in this weekly 
directory call Laura at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church 

484 Washington Ave., Ft Greene 
Wed. Bible Study 1 :OOpm & 7:1 5pm 

718 - 638-6121 

Rev. Clinton M. Miller - Pastor 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 

A Houser Peo P le 



wa s “Sr. 

{-SSSlDitX Synagogue 

131 Remsen St. ■ 718-522-2070 
office@bhsbrooklyn.org 


rm, welcoming, ar 


rwishly 


life-long learning and to caring for 
the world and each other. 
Please join us! 


Torah study 

every Saturday at 9:30 am 


PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 



Park Slope's Egalitarian, 


768-1453 A312 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
1 17 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 


Candle 

Lighting 

Parshat Shemos 

Fri., Dec. 28, before 4:18 pm 

Parshat Va’eira 

Fri., Jan. 4, before 4:24 pm 


St. John-St. Matthew- Emanuel 
Lutheran Church Park Slope 

283 Prospect Ave (5 th and 6 th Aves.) 
(718)768-0528 www.stjme.org 
ELCA — Reconciling in Christ 
Sunday Worship 11:00 
Rev. David C. Parsons 



Resolution No.1: 

get in shape for my other resolutions 


Solution: 

Winter Membership for $27/Week 

320,000 square feet of state-of-the-art facilities, including: swimming, squash, 
racquetball, fencing, martial arts, volleyball, and boxing, plus classes, weights, 
and endurance equipment to condition for these sports. 

Offer ends January 10 
Membership ends January 31, 2008 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 


PROSPECT PARK 1 7 EASTERN PARKWAY AT GRAND ARMY PLAZA 718 789-4600 
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET BETWEEN HENRY & HICKS 718 625-0500 
METROTECH 333 AD AMS STRE ET AT TH E M ARRI OTT H OTE L 718330-0007 
TRIBECA 80 LEONARD STREET BETWEEN B'WAY & CHURCH 212 966-5432 
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NSIDE DINING 


PERFORMING ARTS 


NIGHTLIFE 


BOOKS 


CINEMA 



(718) 834-9350 
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Traditions of yore 

Rare finds on Christmas menus guarantee a memorable meal 



By Bryan Rucker 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

D ecember is a stressful month. Building 
snowmen, roasting chestnuts and open- 
ing those Advent calendars can really 
take a toll on a busy Brooklynite. Yes, tradi- 
tion says that this is a time for families to 
gather around the kitchen cooking and lis- 
tening to Mannheim Steamroller, but who 
wants to spend Christmas Eve buying bags 
full of groceries at a supermarket with the 
population density of Singapore just to re- 
member on the way out that you forgot the 
eggnog? 

Simplify your life and enjoy the holidays 
in a restaurant. And don’t go into Manhattan 
and end up at some sad Midtown hotel din- 
ing room surrounded by homesick tourists. 
We’ve looked around and found some 
restaurants right here in Brooklyn that will 
make your Christmas memorable. Whether 
it’s the entire feast of the seven fishes offered 
in Boerum Hill or the anticipation of ante- 
lope au poivre in Brooklyn Heights, this bor- 
ough has what it takes to ensure this holiday 
is extra special. 

Areo Ristorante 

Everyone in your party will be happy or- 
dering a la carte at this 19-year old Bay 
Ridge Italian restaurant. Enjoy traditional 
dishes such as “orecchiette alia pugliese,” 
little ear-shaped pasta prepared with broccoli 
rabe, sausage, red pepper flakes and garlic, 
or “vitello alia Milanese” a veal dish doused 
in breadcrumbs and whipped eggs and 


seared in olive oil. Meals are served up in a 
boisterous, swanky atmosphere. 

Owners Rino Aprea and Robert Silvestri 
said that customers are welcome to try the 


seafood salad, a classic Christmas dish in 
southern Italy. 

Extended families and packs of single 
guys and gals fill out both dining rooms, and 


everyone will be in the Christmas spirit. Rino 
said the place is fully decked out with Christ- 
mas lights, but if that’s not enough for you, 
walk over to Dyker Heights to bum off some 
of that pasta and see some truly over-the-top 
Christmas light displays. 

Areo (8424 Third Ave. at 85th Street in 
Bay Ridge) accepts American Express, Din- 
ers Club, Discover, MasterCard and Visa. 
Entrees: $14.50-$22.50. Open noon to 5 
pm on Dec. 24, closed Dec. 25. Subway: R 
to 86th Street. For more information, call 
(718) 238-0079. 

Henry’s End 

On Christmas Eve, this 34-year-old 
Brooklyn Heights neighborhood fixture will 
be smack in the middle of its annual Wild 
Game Festival. Although he hasn’t set the 
menu quite yet, chef Mark Lahm could in- 
clude anything from ostrich to antelope au 
poivre. 

For the non-safari set, he’ll also offer 
duck, fish and even a vegetarian option. But 
who knows? That free glass of champagne 
might encourage some culinary adventure. 

Henry's End (44 Henry St. between Mid- 
dagh and Cranberry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights) accepts American Express, Diners 
Club, Discover, MasterCard and Visa. 
Three-course dinner including champagne: 
$60. Open 5:30 pm to 10 pm on Dec. 24, 
closed Dec. 25. Subway: A, C to High 
Street or 2, 3 to Clark Street. For more in- 
formation, call (718) 834-1776 or visit 
www.henrysend.com. 

Marco Polo Ristorante 

While it’s closed on Christmas Day, the 
night before Christmas is the perfect time to 
dine at Marco Polo. Warm, festive dishes like 
“fettucine al vino rosso,” or red wine fettuc- 
cine tossed tableside in a gigantic wheel of 
Parmesan cheese, and “costoletta de maiale 
al calvados,” a pork chop sauteed with apples 
and apple brandy, will fill you with cheer be- 
fore Santa even begins his descent. 

Executive chef Bruno Milone’s hearty Ital- 
ian fare goes perfectly with a glass — or bot- 
tle, it is Christmas after all — of red wine, 
and the restaurant’s stunning dining room ri- 
vals any tree in town. 

Marco Polo Ristorante (345 Court St. at 
Union Street in Carroll Gardens) accepts 
American Express, Discover, MasterCard 
and Visa. Entrees: $14-$28. Open 1 pm to 
9 pm on Dec. 24, closed Dec. 25. Subway: 
F, G to Carroll Street. For more informa- 
tion, call (718) 852-5015 or visit www.mar- 
copoloristorante. com. 

The River Cafe 

You’ll definitely be dining with a few 
Manhattanites and tourists at this DUMBO 
landmark, but don’t let that discourage you. 

See XMAS on page 10 




B reak out the expense ac- 
counts, because Mor- 
ton's The Steakhouse 

will open on the ground floor 
of the Downtown Brooklyn 
Marriott hotel in late 2008 . The 
14,500-square-foot lease to 
“the world’s largest operator of 
company-owned upscale steak- 
houses” comes as a surprise to 
fans of the Marriott’s Archives 
restaurant (333 Adams St. at 
Tillary Street in Downtown 
Brooklyn), which shares its 
decor aesthetic with those red 
meat temples. 

But the Brooklyn Marriott’s 
Steve Kunz, director of restau- 
rants, said that his Archives 
team is hard at work on ways to 



keep up with its planned down- 
stairs rival that may include 
renovations in the dining room. 

In fact, Kunz said there has 
already been a staff change in 
the kitchen. 

“Three weeks ago, we hired 
Chef Ralph Romano,” said 
Kunz, who was impressed by 
Romano’s experience dishing 
up northern Italian cuisine at 
the upscale Tuscany’s Restau- 
rant in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
Kunz said he and Romano are 
crafting a new menu for 
Archives that will be unveiled 
at the end of January. 

As for the new Morton’s — 


which will be serving 
up its signature USD A prime- 
aged, Midwest grain-fed beef, 
shipped from Chicago — it’s 
expected to have seating for 
125 in the main dining room, 
100 in its exclusive private 
boardrooms and 70 in its bar. 

While GO Brooklyn likes 
dining out, we do understand 
that some folks would prefer to 
stay home, especially if they 
shelled out for an apartment in 
one of DUMBO’s glittery 
apartment towers. So, in a very 
neighborly move, Hecho en 
DUMBO (111 Front St. at 
Washington Street in DUMBO) 
has started delivering its tasty 
Mexican tapas, including our 


favorite, the tiny crab tacos 
called “picaditas de jaiba.” 

Over in Park Slope, the 
gourmet grocery trend has been 
going strong for a while, but 
this past weekend a new con- 
tender, Union Market (402 
Seventh Ave. at 12th Street in 
Park Slope), opened its doors. 
Early buzz is that the selection 
is great, but the aisles aren’t 
quite wide enough to avoid 
stroller jams. Shoppers who 
successfully maneuver the store 
can reward themselves with a 
pint at suds depot Beer Table 
(427 Seventh Ave. at 14th 
Street in Park Slope), which re- 
cently opened just up the street. 

And in the unlikely case that 
we were to try actually making 
something — besides reserva- 
tions, of course — ourselves, 
now we’ve got another new op- 
tion for sundries. In Williams- 
See CHEWS on page 10 


SHOPPING 


Give a craft 


As stressed-out holiday shoppers mob department 
stores to find the latest video game system, shoppers 
looking for a less frantic, more meaningful experience 
are heading to New York Creates , a craft fair that has 
taken up residence at the Brooklyn Historical Society. 

And while the 30 crafters 
■ ' at the fair don’t hawk mp3 

, players, New York Creates 

I |k Program Manager Kathy 

I I Malone said, “If you 

I LfHk can’t find what you 
I want, you can always 

| make a custom order.” 

Artisans like Judith 
Hooper, whose “kimono boots,” pictured, 
and ceramics helped make her the “2008 Ebay Entre- 
preneur of the Year,” make buying handmade gifts an 
easy choice; everything from jewelry to fiber arts to 
glass-blown beadwork is available, and different artists 
are there each day, so the selection is always changing. 

The New York Creates Holiday Crafts Fair will 
take place from noon to 6 pm on Dec. 22 and 23 at 
the Brooklyn Historical Society (1 28 PierrepontSt. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn Heights). For informa- 
tion, visit www.nycreates.com. — Daniel Goldberg 


GIVING 


Soup star 


On Friday, Dec. 14, a date when you might expect 
to find young movie stars skiing down the slopes in 
Aspen or frolicking on a beach in San Tropez, Clinton 
Hill celebrity Adrian Grenier (star of HBO’s “En- 
tourage” ) was ladling out soup at the Neighbors To- 
gether Soup Kitchen in 
Brownsville. 

For an hour that after- 
noon, the actor — cur- 
rently at work on a film 
called “Adventures in 
Power” — served soup 
to the over 100 people 
who are relying on the 
soup kitchen for food this 
holiday season. 

In a statement, the ac- 
tor said, “It isn’t right that millions of families suffer 
from hunger and worry about getting their next meal. 
We all need to help in whatever way we can.” 

For information on how to donate funds, food 
or time to America's Second Harvest, visit 
www.secondharvest.org or call (312) 641-6668. 
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DINING 


French Fulton 



What’s that delicious aroma and where is it com- 
ing from? Morning commuters walking along Ful- 
ton Street at Clinton Avenue have been asking just 
that as the smell of “pain au chocolat” wafts 
through the air. 

The scent is coming 
from Autour du Monde, 
a restaurant recently 
opened by Olivier Ji- 
menez and his chef-part- 
ner Pascal Bettig (pic- 
tured) in the space that 
formerly housed Bodegas. 

While both have 
worked on numerous 
restaurant openings — they met while working at 
Park Slope mainstay Belleville — for Jimenez this 
is the first one that involves his own money. 

“It’s totally different,” he said. “You have to be 
there all the time — it’s like your baby.” 

The menu is eclectic and boldly international — 
Autour du Monde is French for “around the world” 
— with elements of French, Spanish, Caribbean and 
Asian cuisines. Breakfast is about sweets and strong 
coffee, while sandwiches take the main stage at 
lunch and each evening different tapas will be 
served in addition to rotisserie chickens. 

Autour du Monde (860 Fulton St. at Clinton 
Avenue in Clinton Hill) accepts cash only. Entrees: 
$13-$19. The restaurant serves breakfast and 
lunch Tuesday through Sunday, and dinner daily. 
Subway: C to Clinton-Washington. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 398-3500. — Chris Varmus 


RING IN THE NEW YEAR AT 

tfac£ Pe-ar£ Restaurant & Bar 

/Ze-uj fears Fa-e Sc Dap 3 Course Prix, Fixe. 



One oft Brooify/rs Best/ - Fme Oat P! ayazwe 

BPmCP 833 Uniotv St. D//V/VFF 

sat & sas bet. 6th. & 7th Aires. 6 <*“0* 

~ 3:3 °f"* 718-857-2004 5:30 /” ~ 

bUckf>esurlny.coM/ ****** 


"Major local 

favorite"r=7^ 




DINE IN • DELIVERY • CATERING RATED 
PRIVATE & CORPORATE PARTIES 1 1 


Caffe 

BUON GUSTO 

RISTORANTE ITALIANO 


151 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 
Open 7 days week • (71 8) 624-3838 



prue j 

i Brooklyn Heights 

11 This new French bistro is already bustling thanks to 
a solid kitchen, warm decor, and welcoming service. 
-Zagat 

Happy New Year from all of us at 

Le Petit Marche 

46 Henry Street (near Cranberry St.) 

” ooklyn Heights • 718-865-9605 



Piramide 

modern Mexican 
499 5th ave 

BTW 12TH &13TH ST 

718.499.0002 


CHRISTMAS EVE 

NEW YEARS 
EVE 

SPECIAL PRIX 
FIXE MENU 

LIVE MUSIC 


EVERY 

WEDNESDAY 

WINE 

DOWN 


UVE MARIACHIS 

X 



NEW YEARS EVE AT 

Early Seating dPM - f-.FJPM 
F Courses 

per person 

Late Seating 8^0 PM - 11PM 
5 Courses with complimentary glass of 
sparkling wine & party favors at midnight 
$Sy per person 

View both menus online at www.tempobrook.ly n.com 

TEMPO RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 





With our $25 Complete 

Dinner - Nightly through Dec.23 

Catering Delivered To 
Your Home 

Homemade Italian Food 

Like our brick oven Pizza, mentioned 
in the New York Times 

Wonderful Holiday Parties 

Reserve Yours Now! 


Open Christmas Eve 

Pick Up Your Christmas 
Dinner On Christmas Eve 

Open New Years Eve 


1235 Prospect Avenue • (718) 436-3715 
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Sure-to-please presents for everyone on your list 


For the host & 
hostess 

(At left) Customized gift bas- 
kets filled with wines and up- 
scale liquors from all over 
the world, prices vary. At 
» Mei Chi Liquor, 391 Flat- 
I bush Ave. between Ster- 
V ling Place and St. Johns 
\ Place in Prospect Heights, 
(718)622-1403. 


For the fashionista 

(At left) Mossmills "Amelia" gold 
ring, $110. At Paper Doll 
Jg? Boutique, 104 Bond St. at 
Pacific Street in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 237-2236, www. 
paperdoll-boutique.com. 


For all ages 

(Above) "The Alphabet from A to Y with Bonus 
Letter Z!" by Steve Martin and Roz Chast, 
$17.95. Community Bookstore, 143 Seventh 
Ave. between Garfield and Carroll streets in 
Park Slope, (718)783-3075. 


For your sweet 

(At right) JoMart Chocolates hand-paint- 
ed, 14-inch tall, 4-pound Santa mounted 
on decorated foam base encircled with 
wrapped chocolates, $90. Call to order. 

At JoMart Chocolates, 
ft _ 2917 Ave. R at Nostrand 

H Avenue in Marine Park, 
■ ■ (718) 375-1277, www. 

II jomartchocolates.com. 


For the worldly 
decorator 

(Below) Teak wood bowl and chopsticks, $45. 
At Artesana Home, 155 Montague St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 254-8050. 


For the one 
you love 

(Below) Copper and 24K- 
gold-threaded Avaloke 
Teshore compassion Bud- 
dha statue, $550. At Man- 
dala Tibetan Store, 59 
Seventh Ave. between 
Lincoln Place and Berke- 
ley Place in Park Slope, 
(718)789-7903. 


For holiday cheer 

(Below) Don Julio "Blanco" tequila 
holiday package with 750 ml bottle 
and stainless steel lemon/lime 
juicer, $48. Fifth Avenue Liquors, 
561 1 Fifth Ave. at 56th Street in 
Sunset Park, (718) 492-0922. 


For a new mother 

(Above) Bebe Au Lait nursing cover in black 
eyelet, white eyelet or prints, $37.99. At Boing 
Boing, 204 Sixth Ave. at Union Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 398-0251. 


For the proud 
Brooklynite 

(Above) Screencraft Tileworks 
Brooklyn coasters, $38. At Blue 
Ribbon General Store, 365 State 
St. at Bond Street in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 522-9848, www.blue 
ribbongeneralstore.com. 


For the tots 

(At right) Melissa 8t 
Doug puzzles, $7-$10. 
At Still Hip, 283 Grand 
Ave. at Clinton Place 
in Clinton Hill, (718) 
398-0008, www.stillhip 
brooklyn.com. 


For inspiration 

(At right) Fitness training gift 
certificates. At Absolute Fit- 
ness Trainers, (718) 788-3212, 
www.absolutefitnesstrainers.com. 


For the marathoner 

(At right) Mountain Hardware "Transition" jacket, $150. At Slope 
Sports, 70 Seventh Ave. at Lincoln Place in Park Slope, (718) 230- 
4686, www.slopesports.com. 


Lisa J. Curtis and Adam Rathe 



Join us for our 

New Year's Celebration 

Monday, December 31, 2007 
8:00 pm - 2:00 am 


ii? 

S'* ’:i 


‘ Featuring a Tour Course Vinner, Live V.J., 

‘Midnight Champagne T c last Sr 1 ‘A CC Tfight Open Tar 
Thors d Oeuvres Served Upon Arrival 

‘Antipasto 

Insalata di Amitra Affumicata 

(Smoked Breast of Duck with white radicchio, arugula, walnuts, apples, & 
shaved parmigianino reggiano cheese topped with rasberry vinaigrette dressing) 

Tirst Course 

Raviolacci di Spinaci e Ricotta con Burro e Salvia 

(Homemade pasta filled with spinach & ricotta with butter & sage sauce) 

Second Course 

Combination Chateau Briand & Grilled Prawns 

Dessert 

Semifreddo al Torrone (chilled almond nougat) 


4 " 


$125 Per Person (All Inclusive) $60 Per Child (Under 1 


345 Court Street at Union St. 

• M ’ 718-852-5015 • MarcoPoloRistorante.com 

(Also offering a special Christmas & New Year's Eve Ala Carte Menu) 
All major credit cards accepted-Free Valet Parking 




347 Court Street off Union St. • (718)243-1000 

Free Delivery ($15.00 Minimum) 

Brick-Oven Pizza • Panini • Hot & Cold Italian Sandwiches 
Salads • Homemade Pasta ■ Veal • Chicken ■ Fresh Seafood 
Menu Available At The Front Desk 


shop & dine 

ATLANTIC 

Iatlanticavenuebkny.org! 


ft t 



Brooklyn Heights 

Jewish 

International 

Film 

Festival 

Cong. B’nai Avaraham 


"Creating Harmony:The Displaced Person' Orchestra at St. Ottilien'' 

Filmmaker: John Michalczyk, 2007 - 54 min 


Jewish survivor of the Holocaust, who formed a bond through their music during 
DP camp imprisonment. They performed frequently at St. Ottilien, and later at 
prisons, sanitariums, and for Nuremberg judges 

Followed by a post-screening discussion and book signing with Sonia Beker who's 
book Symphony on Fire inspired the movie 
Suggested admission $5 Walk-in's welcome (7 1 8) 596-4840 x 1 5 
email: rabbi@pratt.edu • bnaiavraham.com 


One Night Only - Fri, Feb 1, 2008 at 8 pm 

as seen on the recent PBS Special 

D00 WOP & ROCK ‘N ROLL REUNION 



KENNY VANCE 
& THE 

PLANOTONES 


Shake, rattle and roll when The Town Hall presents 
Richard Nader's Doo Wop & Rock W Roll Reunion. 

The Town Hall 

123 West 43rd Street, NYC 


TRY IT BEFORE YOU BUY IT 

Lose Weight for FREE 

Quit Putting Off Getting Into 
Your Old Pants! 

Why waste time! You can start to lose that extra 
weight NOW. Get a free bottle of VF Weight Loss 
during our “try it before you buy it” promotion. 
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The Brooklyn Paper 


GO 


www.BrooklynPaper.com 


NEW YEAR'S EVE FUN RUN 


3.3 Mile Run • Prospect Park 
Monday, December 31, 2007 - 11:15 pm start 

Register at 

slope sports 

70 Seventh Avenue (between Berkeley & Lincoln) • 718-230-46 
For online registration and info., visit www.slopesports.com 


SADDLE UP! 


DEBBIE’S REINS & 

Equestrian & 
Motorcycle 
Riders Needs 

Apparel • Hats • Wallets 
Belts - Boots 
Gifts • Novelties 


DEBBIE S REINS <& T HINGS 

332 Douglass Street (at 4th Ave.) 
718-797-5288 - DebbiesReinsAndThings.com 
Open Wed-Sun - 



cookware • knives • tools • books • gadgets 
classes • vintage • supplies • handmade 


the brooklyn 
kitchen 


616 lorimer st. • brooklyn 11211 
(718) 389-2982 

www.thebrooklynkitchen.com 


HOLIDAY GIVEAWAY SPECIALS 


MENTION THIS AD & SAVE %1 0 


Uniden 
Cordless 
Telephone | 

#DCT6485-3HS , HI 



Impecca 

IPOD Clock Radio 


- * #5060B 


r^HMPicm 


© COURT 44 Court Street 
ISTREET Downtown Brooklyn 

office supplies 718-625-5771 
Mon - Thurs 8:30 om-6:30 pm / Fri 8:30 am-2:00 pm / Sun 1 1 :00 am-4:30 pm 


HOLIDAY SEASON SALE! 



Free 

p arfiingy 


>CARPET 

» AREA RUGS 

» VINYL TILES 

IIP WAREHOUSE "mill » LINOLEUM 

1141 37th Street • 71 8-853-3600 

l3£) Q9 (Bet. Ft. Hamilton Pkwy & 12th Ave.) ngm tvifisjyyQafley-y 


BORO rug & carpet 


NOW OPEN IN BOERUM HILL 



[jj tJi I jh I jh Ibi Ibi Ibi Ijt I jh I jh Ibi Ibi Ibi Ijt I jh I jh Ibi Ibi Ibr [ gj 


Featuring- 
Revolver, People's Liberation, Rich 
and Skinny, Moss Mills, 
William Rast, Frankie.B., 
Dear Cashmere, 
and more to come.... 


One c 



Specialty Rugs, Jewelry 
from Tibet and the 
Himalayan Regions, 
Antiques, Rituals, 
Clothing and a 
Variety of Other Gifts, 
Pashmina Shawls 


□ Mandala Tibetan Store 

59 7th Avenue 
Btwn. Lincoln PI. & Berkdey PI. 

718.789.7903 

Open 7 Days % 1 0 

inra«#M 


17 St. Mark's Place 
New York, NY 10003 
212.260.1550 
m-8 pm 



...growing with ideas 

VISIT OUR HOLIDAY SHOP! 

Specialty Handmade Wreaths & Swags 
^ Table Arrangements with Live Plants 
Terrariums with Holiday Theme 
Ornaments & Decorations 
...And Much, Much More ^ 
IN-HOUSE DECORATION INCLUDES: 
Tree • Decorating the Entire House 

479 ATLANTIC AVE -646-489-5121 
WWW.GARDENDIG.COM ® 


sgtOOKLYfy 

FRAME WORKS ] 

^ 


B B B HOLIDAY GIFTS! B B B 



Personal training for every level of fitness! 

ABSOLUTE FITNESS 


Special introductory offer: a comprehensive 
fitness evaluation plus three go minute 
sessions with a personal trainer for $225.00. 
With over 15 years of experience, our 
certified trainer will work with you in your 
home or office to achieve your goals. 
je For more information call 718-788-3212. ^ 
www.absolutefitnesstrainers.com 


Strength Training • Cardiovascular Fitness 
Functional Training • Increase Flexibility 
Kick Boxing • Acupuncture • Oi Gong • Massage 
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Chocolate - 

What else is there to say? 

How About: 

• Hand Dipped Chocolates • Chocolate Santas 

• Chocolate Baskets • Chocolate Toy Soldiers 

• Chocolate Business Gifts • Chocolate for all the real 

• Chocolate Workshops important people in your life 

2917 Avenue R • (718) 375-1277 
www.JoMartChocolates.com 


DON'T SHOW UP 

EMPTY HANDED! 

Grab a box of fresh 
holiday cookies 

$14.99 


ll3]£i]£l]£Jl£Jl£i]£Jl£]i£li£l]£i]£l]£j]£Jj£ll£Il£ll£jli 



busyCHEF 

Meals you'd cook yourself, 

if you weren't too busy. 


NOW FEATURING DELIVERY 


GRAND OPENING IN 
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 

Home Furnishings • Arts & Crafts 
Jewelry from Around the World 


a LjJ 

155 Montague Street (btw. Clinton & Henry) 
718-254-8050 

ARTESAN ELMILAGRO 

170 7 ™ Avenue 370 7 ™ Avenue 

Park Slope Park Slope 

(718)369-9881 (718)369-9825 J 


Oe/wafa tie d^olidayu/ 

with Champagne Specials 







still hip | 283 


• — • — • — • — • — — 

| 718.398.0008 | stillhipbrDoklyn.com 




Custom Gift Baskets 
Made to Order! 
Delivery Available 


(718) 622.1403 

mmm 

Mon -Sat 10:30-10:00 - Sun. 1:00-9:00 


We Specialize in 
Upscale Wine & Liquor 


MEI CHI LIQUOR 

391 FLATBUSH AVE. 

Between Sterling PL & St. John’s PI. 
















f TASTE MOROCCO 1 "; 


From the Famous World 
Renown Chef “Bahija” 
of Marakesh Restaurant. 

$8 - 3 COURSE 
LUNCH 

Wednesday - Friday 
11:30 am -3:00 pm 

FEZ CAFE 

RESTAURANT & HOOKAH GARDEN 
240 Prospect Park West (Btwn. Windsor PI. & Prospect Ave) 
Free Delivery • 718-369-0716 • SJWffl 
Open for Dinner 7 days • Lunch Wed-Fri • Brunch Sat & Sun 




AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Casa” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. ( bet.44th&45thsts.) (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • miB aa 
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The Brooklyn Hospital Center 

Hoiv Much Quality Time 


jNew York-Presbyterian Healthcare System 



Your back is the foundation of your body. When 
you suffer with back pain, any movement can 
be agonizing. 


The Brooklyn Hospital Center for Back Pain is a 
comprehensive treatment center for people who 
suffer with any type of back pain. Our team of 
specialists, all leaders in their respective fields, 
offer innovative techniques in rehabilitation 
therapy, pain management and minimally 
invasive surgery, if necessary. 


Your specific problem is evaluated through 
medical and diagnostic testing. From there, you 
and your physician will design the most effective 
course of treatment to produce the best 
possible outcome. 


Have You Missed? 


Center F 


To Contact U 
Call 71 



Grocery score: Last week in Williamsburg, Lodge owner 
Aaron Woolf opened Urban Rustic, above, a high-end gro- 
cery store, deli counter and restaurant featuring a variety 
of locally sourced products. 


CHEWS... 

Continued from page 7 
burg. Lodge owner Aaron 
Woolf, along with Dan Cipri- 
ani and Luis Illades, have just 
opened Urban Rustic (236 N. 
12th St. at Union Avenue in 
Williamsburg), a much-needed 
shop that stocks locally 
sourced food and features a 
deli counter and sit-down din- 
ing area. 

But delivery is more our 
style, and it seems that pizza is 
the hottest dish in Brooklyn 
Heights. At Oven (60 Henry 
St. at Cranberry Street in 
Brooklyn Heights), rumor — 
well, a press release — has it 
that local celebs such as Paul 
Giamatti and Gabriel Byrne 
are lining up for the gourmet 
pies. We’ve had a few memo- 
rable meals there ourselves 
and only hope that all the fa- 
mous faces don’t mean longer 

As far as making memories 
goes, nobody does it quite like 

the International House of 
Pancakes. As a brooding 
teenager, this GO Brooklynite 
loved the bottomless pot of 


coffee and ruining his appetite 
for dinner with short stacks of 
pancakes. Now the flapjack 
behemoth has opened a new 
branch at 276 Livingston St., 
at Bond Street in Downtown 
Brooklyn. Pass the syrup! 

And it isn’t just our waist- 
lines that are expanding this 
season. Tanoreen Caterers 
(7704 Third Ave. at 77th Street 
in Bay Ridge), the super-popu- 
lar Middle Eastern eatery, is 
moving when its lease is up to a 
nearby space with more space. 

Meanwhile, over in Wi- 
lliamsburg, Peter Luger (178 
Broadway at Driggs Avenue in 
Williamsburg) just opened a 
second dining room five years 
in the making. 

And back in DUMBO, Re- 
treat (147 Front St. at Jay 
Street in DUMBO) has 
opened “Lowroom,” a party 
space where you can throw a 
bash and take advantage of 
owner Jason Stevens’s wide 
variety of liquors and exten- 

Got a hot dining tip? Drop 
us a line at BreakingChews @ 
BrooklynPaper. com. 

— Adam Rathe 
with additional reporting 
by Lisa J. Curtis 



718 - 270-2045 


Sports Medicine 
Hand Surgery 
Neck and Back Pain 
Podiatry 

Pediatric Orthopaedics 
Physiatry 

Occupational Medicine 
Acupuncture 






University Orthopaedic Associates 

An Affiliate of SUNY Downstate Medical Center 


New Branch Now Open: 

159 5th Ave. 

(5th Ave. & Lincoln Pi.) 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
718.857.0391 


Chase is proud to join your neighborhood and make better banking 
more convenient than ever. 


CHASE O 
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LJ OWN STATE 

Medical Center 

University Orthopaedic Associates 


XMAS... 

Continued from page 7 
No restaurant in New York 
can compete with the River 
Cafe’s swoon-worthy views, 
and the food is just as exqui- 

Christmas Day is the time 
to go, when chef Brad Steel- 
man offers his four-course 
feast including such jaw- 
droppers as foie gras with 
roasted apple and ginger- 
bread “French toast,” and 
venison with chestnut spaet- 
zle and wild lingonberry 

The River Cafe (1 Water St 
at Cadman Plaza West at Ful- 
ton Ferry Landing) accepts 
American Express, Diners 
Club, MasterCard and Visa. 
Lunch entrees: $24-$39, 

Christmas Eve three-course 
dinner prix fixe: $95, Christ- 
mas Day four-course prix fixe: 
$125. Open noon to 2 pm 
and 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm on 
Dec. 24, and 1 pm to 8:30 pm 
on Dec. 25. Subway: A, C to 
High Street or 2, 3 to Clark 
Street. For more information, 
call (718) 522-5200 or visit 
www.rivercafe.com. 

Saul 

The Italian Christmas Eve 
tradition of “Fa Vigilia,” or 
the Feast of the Seven Fishes, 
lives on at this Boerum Hill 
Michelin one star. Chef Saul 
Bolton changes his menu 
every year, but expect a vari- 
ety of beloved seafood selec- 
tions including “baccala” 
(salted codfish), calamari and 
possibly his famous chowder. 
Whatever he cooks, this Fe 
Bemardin alum knows his 
way around a fish. 

Dinner service ends at 
10:30 pm, so you can run 
around the corner to St. Agnes 
in time for midnight mass. 

Saul (140 Smith St. between 
Dean and Bergen streets in 
Boerum Hill) accepts American 
Express, Discover, MasterCard 
and Visa. Feast of the Seven 
Fishes: $90. Open 5:30 pm to 
10:30 pm on Dec. 24, closed 
Dec. 25. Subway: F ; G to 
Bergen Street. For more infor- 
mation, call (718) 935-9844 or 
visit www.saulrestaurant.com. 


CORRECTION 

In the "Holiday gift guide" 
(Dec. 8, 2007), the Web site of 
The Brooklyn Kitchen was in- 
correct. The correct address is 
www.thebrooklynkitchen.com. 
We regret the error. 
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We are the Champ-ions 


More champagne corks pop on New 
Year's Eve than on any other holiday. 
Whether it's in celebration of the New 
Year or just in celebration of another 
glass of fizz, people guzzle the bubbly 
like it's going out of style. And while it's 
easy to tell what you like when you're 


drinking it, picking out a bottle is a very 
different story, especially when you're 
late for the party and are caught be- 
tween a cheap bottle that nobody 
wants and a nice one that's out of your 
price range. 

To make everything a bit simpler. 


GO Brooklyn enlisted the help of 
Adam Goldstein and Darrin Siegfried, 
owners of Park Slope's Red, White and 
Bubbly [21 1 Fifth Ave. at Union Street, 
(718) 636-WINE], to explain what 
you're getting when you buy a bottle 
of sparkling wine. — Adam Rathe 



WINE 

PRICE 

WHAT IT MEANS 

THE EXPERTS SAY 

E\ 

n 

Ombra Prosecco 

$10.95 

Prosecco is a wine 
made from the white 
grapes of the Veneto 
region of Italy. 

This isn't classic French champagne, 
but it's a great, bubbly, fruity alter- 
native. 

Sarda Cava Brut 

$9.99 

Cava is a sparkling 
wine, usually white or 
pink, from $pain. 

A dry, sparkling Spanish wine 
made from a three-grape blend. 
A great value, according to 
Siegfried. 

Ht % mciT 

Henriot Blanc 
Souverain 

$42.95 

This is a true French 
champagne. 

One of the great names of cham- 
pagne, the company is under new 
ownership, but still makes traditional 
champagne. Lush, ripe and creamy, 
rich with a very long finish. 


LIEB Blanc de Blancs 

$29.95 

Blanc de Blancs is a 
sparkling wine made 
exclusively from 
Chardonnay grapes. 

A New World sparkling wine in- 
spired by classic champagne. Clean, 
crisp and focused with excellent 
acidity. 


Vueve Cliquot 
Ponsardin Vintage 
1999 

$55.49 

A vintage champagne 
made from grapes that 
were all harvested in 
one particularly good 
year. 

A textbook example of why vin- 
tage champagne is appreciated by 
connoisseurs. Bigger, richer and 
fuller flavors than the non-vintage. 
Made only in the best years. 


Schramsberg Blanc 
de Blanc 

$34.99 

This is a California 
sparkling white. 

More champagne-like than most 
American sparklers — this is 
one of our country's best sparkling 
wines. 

Paul Goerg Rose 

$37.49 

Rose is a sweet, pink 
wine made from pinot 
noir grapes. 

More Paul Goerg is poured at 
French embassies than any 
other champagne. It's crisp and 
bone dry and has a beautiful 

berries. 

□ 

Taittinger Vintage 
1992 

$299.99 

making family. 

A collector's item and a real find. 

An outstanding champagne from an 



Adam Schersten, 26 

Williamsburg 

"To simplify my life and reduce my 
footprint." 


Shawn Schwartz, 37 

Cobble Hill 

"To only listen to music on vinyl." 


Jessica Pank, 35 
DUMBO 

"To visit San Francisco and Burma. " 



Robin Lester, 29 

Clinton Hill 

"To cook more at home. " 


Dustin Eckstrom, 30 

Park Slope 

"/ want to run more." 


Laura Sherwood, 23 

Park Slope 

"To actually stick to a resolution!" 


The Resolutionary war 

Whether it's the buzz from champagne or the mania that comes with the holidays, something compels us all to 
make promises that we're not likely to keep for the New Year. Some people swear they'll sweat out their toxins in 
Bikram yoga three times a week, while others vow to play less Sudoku or return their Netflix movies in a timelier 
manner. GO Brooklyn's Juliana Bunim hit the streets to find out what Brooklynites' New Year's resolutions are. 


BROOKLYN 

Nightlife 

Compiled by Chiuru V. Cowan 
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Walentas again fights his neighbors 
over Dock Street apartment tower 

By Gersh Kuntzman Association has set up a Web site, — if you walk a few more steps along 

‘'5E^=S'^ 


; resistance frarn residents' groups gra up said that the "defects of this of ihe bridges dial give die neighbor- 
^SS^' nthefel ' Ure0f ^"LtcafobjectiontoV 



[ /t a th SU d e f° t ^2004 th B wtT b d‘ tle ° n “ Do ^ Afreet” project is not without 

plan]/’ saidJed Walentas! who is tak- have'doudedThe ^ Issite If jus^tow WaJentTw^ 

fattier ’sTNvo 1 ^ees^aiagemenL 1 ^ malty te obscu^L^" Bnd£e ^ many'c^ 

“T^e prior plan had too much bulk ^or example^ on_ the DUMBO ings and converting them to a neigh- 

e fe rendering of a proposed ^apartment building on Dock Street in fack^ But* faafpSS Sop ^oresI^faTte dmws°to 

fag structures' 6 At th e 6 center of C the opposition is 



S8jl aifate 80 omebuUdfag’s mrits^s “^t’swhy^we urate itp^eme, pita- tweaks ' YaSty fm hfa conLtfat op- 




Yassky’s opposition is a sig- 

Yvette votes ‘No’ on Christmas sMM 


The bill - one of d< 


“America’s founding river” to 
the passing of Gerald Ford - 


You’re a mean one , Ms. Clarke 

Rep. Yvette Clarke voted against a symbolic House resolution last week supporting 
Christmas and America's Christian heritage. While some heralded Clarke's stand against 
our Congress's pro-religion resolution, others couldn't help linking her "No" vote to the 


Object of wrath 


First . term con- 
gresswoman, born in 1964 

Place in history 

Stealing's 
created him in 1957 

Union rank-and-file 

Most-loyal supporters 

His long-suffering dog, Max 

Uterine fibroids 

Physical ailment 

Heart is three sizes too small 

That most of her colleagues 
don't care about the separa- 
tion of church and state 
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Son ot GodT And h argued B 0 and Brooklyn Heights do 

Christianity.” Yassky and his other opponents, 

Such language drew the ire reminding them that a quirk in 
of Clarke, despite the fact that th e zoning law would allow the 
she is Christian. Walentases to build a 35-story 

“In this season of giving, hotel - without city approval. 
lo ve,f peace ™d^ joy.^am “i don’t put that out there as 


DENTISTS 
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Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails * 
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New York City, NY 

( 718 ) 636-0425 

( 212 ) 288-1300 
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Hepcat can't wait for 30th reunion 


I ust the other day Hepcat re- 
ceived an invitation to his 
30th college reunion. It left 
i feeling mighty old, but you 
can bet that Hepcat wants to be 
at Bard College to celebrate that 
milestone. 

“The Hudson Valley in 
spring? What’s not to like?” 
Hepcat said nostalgically when 
Smartmom asked if he plans to 

Still, it’s hard to believe that 
Hepcat is old enough to have 
been out of college for 30 years. 

Smartmom should talk. This 
June, it will be 28 years since the 
day the great IP. Stone, that icon- 
oclastic journalist and critic of the 
Cold War, McCarthyism, and the 
Vietnam War, spoke to her class 
of 1980 at SUNY Binghamton. 

She can’t remember a word 
he said, but she does remember 
that his commencement speech 
was quite long and characteris- 
tically controversial, as it elicit- 
ed boos from some parents in 
the audience. Their reaction dis- 
gusted and embarrassed her. 

Smartmom isn’t sure whether 
she will be attending her 30th re- 
union in 2010. She keeps in 
touch with most of the col- 
lege friends she wants to be 
in touch with. 

Still, it would be interest- 
ing to see how the campus 
has changed and to say hello 
to some of her professors (if 
they’re still there), to have a 
cup of coffee at the Argo 
coffee shop and to visit the 
Salvation Army on the south 
side of town. 

O ne thing’s for sure: 
Smartmom never 
wants to frll out one 
of those “So, what have you 
been doing since gradua- 
tion?” questionnaires. 

Smartmom thinks that 
those kinds of question- 
naires are such a horrendous 
exercise in personal reduc- 
tiveness. 

A friend of Smartmom’s 
actually decided not to at- 
tend an important college 
reunion recently because 
she took one look at the 
questionnaire and knew that 
she was incapable of filling 

“I’m having a mid-life 
crisis,” she told Smartmom. 

“I wasn’t going to sit there 
and do it.” 

Those kinds of reunion 
questionnaires invite boast- 


SMART 

mom 




By Louise Crawford 

ing — about your career, your 
children and all your creature 
comforts. People feel like 
they’ve really got to impress all 
those people they went to col- 
lege with. 

So what has Smartmom been 
doing since that day in the 
Broome County Arena? What 
fabulous resume can she whip 
out to impress her peers, what 
personal biographical detail will 
just wow them all.... 

Hmmmm. 

Well... 

Ahhhh.... 

S eriously, how does one 
honestly characterize 
more than a quarter cen- 
tury of one’s life? Is it all really 
just a list of degrees, courses, 
jobs, projects, addresses, and 


Are we nothing Hepcat made latkes (or the day 

more than our re- he cleaned out the basement). 

What of the life we live con- 
current to the resume life? The 
life of our hearts, our minds? 
Our sensations? Our love and 


sumes? 

What about the in- 
terstitial life — the life 
that goes on between 
the lines of all the oth- 
er stuff? The little dis- 
coveries we make about our- 
selves; the conversations we have 
with our friends and family on 
the phone; the surprising mo- 
ments we have with our children 
on the way to the store; an inside 
joke told over and over; the 
words of a wise therapist; getting 
proposed to at Two Boots 
Restaurant on Avenue A; an 
epiphanic walk across the Brook- 
lyn Bridge; stopping at the Na- 
tional Poultry Museum while 
driving through Kansas; hearing 
Caetano Veloso at Lincoln Center 
and Patti Smith at CBGB; a 
memorable meal in a small Tus- 
can town or at A1 Di La; Teen 
Spirit and the Oh So Feisty One’s 
birth and their first words; OSFO 
practicing the piano, or Teen 
Spirit’s show last October at the 
Bowery Poetry Club; the day 


H 

A Agt 




’ epcat is actually look- 
ing forward to his 30th 
. graduation. And he’s 
: afraid of those stupid ques- 
tionnaires. 

“Me intimidated? If some- 
one asks me what I’ve been do- 




Jhiggs 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


U 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

jj Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 
U Indoor Gym facilities 


U 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 
U Spacious Classrooms 
□ Enriched Curriculum 
U Caring, loving environment 


Part-time spot available for 3 or 4 year old girl 


Call: 230-5255 * 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 



Libba Bray 

Teen Lit Queen 

Fans of best-selling teen fiction author Libba Bray have 
been waiting (too long!) for the release of "The Sweet Far 
Thing," the final novel in Bray's Gemma Doyle trilogy. This 
latest book — like its predecessors, “A Great and Terrible 
Beauty" and "Rebel An- 
gels" — is set in a Victori- 
an finishing school and 
oozes with classic Gothic 
themes yet also gives the 
genre a good shakeup 
with its rebellious debu- 
tante who meets the 
forces of darkness head 
on. Everyone in Park Slope 
knows Bray — or should, 
given that she writes virtu- 
ally everything while sit- 
ting on the second couch 
at the Tea Lounge on Sev- 
enth Avenue. That's where 
she checked in with Sylvie 


SYLVIE MEYERSON: So, we have the final installment in 
the Gemma Doyle trilogy. 

LIBBA BRAY: [Waves arms in the air] Huzzah! 

SM: Could you reveal a few tantalizing tidbits? We're all 
dying here. 

LB: I’m telling you: Victorian glam rock opera with beasties. 

SM: Who wears the platforms? The beasties? 

LB: They ALL wear the platforms, baby! 

SM: Does it get really steamy? 

LB: The book, in some ways, is a metaphor for that emerging 
female sexuality and how frightening and delicious that is to dis- 
cover that sort of power. The great thing about the Victorians is 
that everything is so repressed and so sensual. It’s great to be 
able to play with that kind of imagery and atmosphere, but 
things go a little further this time around. There’s more steam. 
SM: What's the hardest thing about writing the final novel 
in a trilogy? 

LB: Was there anything that wasn’t hard? [Laughs] The hardest 
part was what I call the math of it. Things all have to add up and 
so everything you’ve put in there needs to pay off. 

SM: If Gemma Doyle were a 21 st-century girl, what kind 
of a band would she be in? 

LB: It’s funny because I can think of exactly who Felicity would 
be. Felicity would be Bowie. I did listen to a ton of Bowie while 
I was writing, like “Space Oddity,” “Moonage Daydream,” the 
really early stuff. 

SM: So what would Gemma be listening to? 

LB: I think she’d listen to the Runaways. I think she’d listen to 
Bowie. I think she’d listen to punk. Of course, I’m listing all the 
things I listen to. Hmmm, I think maybe she’d be a Siouxsie and 
the Banshees kind of girl. Big on the eyeliner and dark lyrics. A 
little “Cities in Dust.” Yeah, definitely Siouxsie Sioux. 

SM: You have another novel in the works for 2009. Could 
you tell us a little bit about "Going Bovine"? 

LB: It’s a sort of absurdist, dark comedy about a 16-year-old 
slacker kid with mad cow disease. “It’s the feel-good mad cow 
disease book of the summer!” Or something like that. But “Go- 
ing Bovine” is really about those moments in life where we 
question everything and no longer see/feel/experience our reali- 
ty in the same way (which is what a lot of adolescence feels 
like), and whether or not you have to let go of this reality in or- 
der to gain clarity. Which is where the String Theory business 
comes in. Black holes. Viking yard gnomes. Death-obsessed 
dwarves. True love and magic hardware stores. Disneyworld. 
Yeah, good times, good times. Should be fun to work on, al- 
though I’m pretty much over hambutgers now. 


ing for the last 30 years, I’ll just 
say, ‘Funny you should ask. . . 

Louise Crawford also writes 
"Only the Blog Knows Brook- 
lyn" and is keeper of the Park 
Slope 100, that handy list of lo- 
cal celebrity. 
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To advertise, call 
(718) 834-9350 


Organic, fair Trade (Mdren's Parties 

• Puppet Shows • Fate Painting • Costume Patties: 
Fairy, Princess, Wizard, Dancer ' Organic Catering 
and Treats • Crafts ■ Balloon Fan • Decorations 
• Favors ■ Caricatures • Tarot Readings 
■ Treasure Hunts and Morel 
Ca([ Rebecca 
(347)385-6705 
zintw.jlovJetfairy.net 

Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 

Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 

718-434-9697 

917-318-9092 


DILIGENT PIANO SERVICE 

Tuning - Regulation - Voicing - Reasonable Prices 
Jazz & Classical lessons for Adults & 
Children also available. 

Call Michael 718-965-3296 
mestero@earthlink.net 

Classical Flute Lessons 

Specializing in young flutists of 
all ages & levels. Please call 

(718)288-1302 

for more info/ set up appts. 


Photography 




Private Investigati 


FIND ANYONE 

ANYWHERE 

^ a c c ° mpleie 

oj-HT-lO PRICE 

VS Licensed Private Investigate 

(718)318-4393 


LavJatoraports.com 
718 758-7500 
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Win A Home Gym 

Worth $25,000 

Includes: Life Fitness Treadmill, Life Fitness Summit Trainer 
Olympic 400 lb, Weltfrt Set with Bench, Plus Much Mo re... 

ENTER TO WIN BY SIGNING UP FOR ANY 

AVIATOR Sports & Recreation ACTIVITY 

... or STOP BY AVIATOR'S CUSTOMER SERVICE DESK 
TO FILL-OUT A FREE ENTRY FORM 

Ftlnni Cinlar - Adult LhIuh: Indoor Sonttr. UnaJHitb.-il! 
ftta Hockey - Tooth Lujpm - dymnaitloo |Adul>t & Ta-uUi] ^ 

IdBiin Toihoti - Volta, bn II - Mil dial Autk A Moao TIB 7EB-TSE7 

JOIN OUR NEWLY DESIGNED FITNESS CENTER J 

Congratulation To Xavier H,S. Football Program ' 

Stpcrinl Thank* 7V> Thin^- Rvai Ent/tln For Supporting Youth Hotkey 
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“ 4 Shows Only " 
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o MUHIN BREAK CAMP 9 

For Boys and Girls I A GES 7 - 75 
December 26 th , 27 lh & 28 th 
9:00 am - 1 :00 pm 

| WOlofldy Break Baihnlbnil 
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VISIT 

RETAIL SHOP 
HOLIDAY SALE 

Children: 

Youth Bomber Jackets - On Sale: 

$40.95 

Youth USA Jacket* - Oft Salt?: 

$35-98 

Mens Performance Long Sleeve 
& Short Sleeve - $20 
Women's Danskrn Fii liras Apparel 
On Sale 

Knicks & Ksi risers, Merchandise 

iifatv Out Sale 


O'Hara gets 
his close up 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A local writer has cast District Attorney Charles Hynes as the vil- 
lain in a new movie about an unlikely big-screen hero — “O’Hara.” 

The title character is none other than political gadfly John 
O’Hara, a longtime opponent of the Brooklyn Democratic machine 
(that kind of thing happens when the DA busts you for voting in the 
wrong polling place 
— but more on that 
later!). 

John O’Hara’s 
life story on the big 
screen? It may seem 
far-fetched, but this 
is no fdm school 
production. 

O’Hara and screen- 
writer Christopher 
Ketcham, a freelance 
journalist, have man- 
aged to line up some 
big-name backers. 

Holt McCallany, 
who appeared in the 
movies ‘Panic Room” 
and “Three Kings,” 
and plays Ricky on 
TV’s “Heroes,” has 
agreed to co-write the 
script with Ketcham, 
and then to direct it. 

McCallany, mean- 
while, enlisted direc- 
tor Nick Cassavetes, 
with whom he 
worked on the HBO 
film “Alpha Dog,” as 
a producer. Cas- 
savetes is busy shoot- 
ing “My Sister’s 
Keeper,” a New Line 
film starring Cam- 
eron Diaz, but his as- 
sistant, Frank Peluso, confirmed that Cassavetes “is a producer on the 

Even better, Chris Noth (you know, Mr. Big from “Sex & the 
City”) is also an old pal of O’Hara’s and is considering taking the 
role of Hynes. 

“This is going to be a really high-profile project,” said Mc- 
Callany. “It will attract a lot of attention to this story.” 

And what’s the story? 

Well, the film, which hews closely to real-life (though alleged!) 
events, centers on former Civil Court judge John Phillips, whom 
Hynes’s office had declared mentally incompetent in 2001 — short- 
ly after he announced that he would run against the long-serving 
DA. That declaration set into motion the plundering of Phillips’s 
substantial real-estate portfolio by court-appointed guardians. 

O’Hara sprang to Phillips’s aid. He didn’t have much to lose, af- 
ter all. In 1997, Hynes prosecuted him for voting from his girl- 
friend’s Sunset Park address (14 blocks from his home). O’Hara, 
who was a practicing attorney, was subsequently debarred. It is be- 
lieved to be the only time a person has been successfully prosecuted 
for voting in the wrong election district. 

“It’s a pretty tragic tale,” said McCallany. “It’s the kind of mali- 
cious skullduggery that you would expect to see in Russia.” 

And it’s also the sort of tale that lends itself to the cinema. 

“It’s just the interaction of these rebels in an attempt to topple the 
corrupt power, the machine,” said Ketcham. “It’s like ‘Prince of the 
City’ meets ‘Serpico’ meets ‘City Hall.’ My wife just added ‘Pee 
Wee’s Playhouse.’ I don’t know what she’s talking about.” 

“[And] O’Hara’s a great character,” added Ketcham. “He’s a man 
who decided not to stand down before the powers that be. In doing 
so, he ended up basically losing everything. He’s a very American 
character, the rebel, the David versus Goliath.” 

Phillips, reached by phone at his Park Slope nursing home, said, 
“Everybody’s got a little story in their lives that would make it into 

Hynes, for his part, declined to comment on his upcoming turn as 
villain in a big-screen picture, though Ketcham speculated that “he 
certainly won’t be pleased.” 

“On the other hand, when you conduct yourself in the manner he 
has over the years [with Phillips and O’Hara], you can expect your- 
self to be portrayed as a villain in movies,” he added. 

The movie has a budget of $6 million, according to McCallany, 
and should begin production sometime this summer. 



XMAS... 

Continued from page 12 

by an act of Congress,” she said in a statement. “The spirit of the 
holiday season . . . has taught me to accept the values expressed by a 
diverse civil society. It is the love for our collective humanity; the 
desire to live in a world filled with peace and joy that truly defines 
and unites us as Americans.” 

She ended her statement with her a holiday resolution of her own 
that would no doubt pass unanimously: “Happy holidays and a 
healthy, prosperous New Year to all.” 

Clarke’s objection to the Christmas resolution is somewhat sur- 
prising, given how such resolutions typically pass with overwhelm- 
ing supporting — including the support of Rep. Yvette Clarke in 

Earlier this year, Clarke, for example, voted for House Resolution 
635 (which, as you all know, expressed “respect to Muslims in the 
United States and throughout the world” on the eve of Ramadan) 
and House Resolution 747 (which recognized “the religious and his- 
torical significance of the festival of Diwali,” an Indian holiday). 

Her spokeswoman, Chic Smith, explained the Diwali vote. 

“Christmas is widely recognized around the world, so this resolu- 
tion was not necessary,” Smith said. “Diwali is a holiday that de- 
serves to be more widely known.” 

The symbolic resolution’s sponsor, Rep. Steve King (R-Iowa), 
said he was moved to act because of “an anti-Christian bias” in the 

He blamed the American Civil Liberties Union for eradicating 
Christ. “They wish [people] ‘Happy holidays,’ but not ‘Merry 
Christmas’ because they might be offended,” he added. 

“I would not have thought that five or 10 years ago that we’d 
need to make a statement” affirming the importance of Christmas 
and Christianity, King concluded. 

On that point, King might be right. The last time Congress passed 
a symbolic, pro-Christmas resolution, on Dec. 15, 2005, the word- 
ing was far less heated than King’s resolution. 

That bill avoided making any claims about America’s Christian 
heritage, but specifically put the Congress on record as supporting 
“the importance of the symbols and traditions of Christmas,” disap- 
proving of “attempts to ban reference to Christmas,” and tipping its 
hat to “those who celebrate Christmas.” 

It’s not the first time Clarke has taken an unpopular stand against 
her congressional colleagues. Earlier this year, she was the only 
“no” vote on a propsal to name the library on Ellis Island after the 
British-born comedian Bob Hope. The bill was approved 420-1 . 

This time around, Clarke had company in dissent. The other eight 
opponents were Reps. Gary Ackerman (D-Queens); Barbara Lee, 
Pete Stark and Lynn Woolsey (D-Califomia); Diana DeGette 
(D-Colorado); Alcee Hastings (D-Florida); Jim McDermott 
(D-Washington); and Bobby Scott (D-Viiginia). 


• Overnight & 24 hr Core 

• Doctors Appointments 

• Transportation • Grocery/Shopping • Mointenonce Services 

- Ynrd Work - Small Repair - Mobility Assistance 

■ Person Grooming ■ Pet Core . And More 


WWW.SENIORSHELPINGSENIORS.COM 
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|0Ur Family Fluml^ 



Your Neighborhood Plumber 
For Over 100 Years 

• Water Heaters 

• Drain Cleaning 

• Gas /Water Piping 

• Toilet & Faucet Repairs 

• Video Sewer Inspection 

• Boilers Replaced & Serviced 

• Service Agreements 


/ 7 1 ™ ; w ww 
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Radiator Covers 


RADIATOR COVERS 

The Best 

Business 11 

Since 1945 N 


FREE ESTIMATES, DELIVERY, INSTALLATION. 


Commercial - Residential - Industrial 

a BENSON 
ROOFING 

Home Improvement ■ Specializing in Roofs 
■ Rubberized Roof • SBS Cold Process 
• Sbingle Roofs • Hew Roofs ■ Gutters 
• Leaders - Skylights - Roofing - Repair 
• Waterproofing - Free Estimates 
• All Work Guaranteed 
•Folly Insured Lie 11 5908 
1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11 223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 


FREE ESTIMATES -24 HR SERVICE 

Cleanouts • Basements • Attics ■ Yards 
Containers Available 
AFFORDABLE RATES 

(718) 645-7277 loc os 




• On-Time Service • Up-Front Rates 
• Clean, Shiny Trucks 
• Friendly, Uniformed Drivers 

Commercial Stores Welcome! 
Demolition 
All Size Containers 
Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

(866) 677-8224 

CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
10th year withThe^Bmoklyn Papers 


EVERGREEN TREE & 
SHRUB INC. 

Tree removal, topping, prun- 
ning, trimming, stump removal. 

Call Car7os e 888-727-3235 


Wood Stripping 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Mantels 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 

718-783-4112 

4218 Third Ave. 2nd. FI; Brooklyn, NY 


Upholstery 


PERFECT TOUCH 
DECORATORS 


30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 
~ Free Estimates ~ 


(718) 263-8383 


P QUALITY 
REPLACEMENT 

WINDOWS & REPAIRS 
Repair ALL TYPES of 
windows, insulated glass, 
balances, locks and screens. 


SHUTTERS 

EXPERTLY MEASURED & INSTALLED 



(718) 424-3737 

“A art Custom Shutters 


Simon’s 

Window Cleaning Co: " ■ 

★ FULLY INSURED 

/ Free in-house estimates 

✓ Apartments and houses 
/ Professional, spotless job 

✓ Tidiness and thoroughness 

SERVING ALL 5 BOROUGHS 
Tel: 917-251-4450 
Fax: 347-374-4514 L31 . 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 

' Same Day 

Clean-Up! 


Free Estimates 
24 Hour Service 


tics - Yards - Demolition 
Containers Available (10-40 yards) 
www.gregsexpress.com 


GM£G*S MXPXMSS „ 

Save the Planet. Recycle. 

1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 



FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


RESIDENTIAL & Serving All 

COMMERCIAL of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/ Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 * 


EMPLOYMENT 


Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


Development Company 
in Dumbo Seeks 

College Grad w/Excel. Com- 
munication skills for Entry Level 
position. Full Time. Send Resume 
& Salary Requirements to: 

Gloria 718-596-7137 


Exp. nec. Busy multi-line phones, 
appt. scheduling, knowledge of 
medical billing, computer literate, 
good people skills. Salary Nego. 

Office Assistant 
General office duties, phones, 
filing, client contact, willing to 
learn more. 

(718) 680-0600 W51 


Work at, and resumes to: 

LIU, 1 University Plaza 
Brooklyn, NY 11 201 L51 

Receptionist Needed 

Busy Physical Therapy Office 
Front Desk, Quick Learner, Good 
Communication Skills, 
Multi-tasker, Exp. A Plus. 

(718) 451-2797^, 

Substance Abuse/ 
Alcoholism Counselor 

BROOKLYN, NY 

Counsel & advise indiv. w/ 
alcohol & Substance dependen- 

manage stages of development. 
MA in Psychology, Min. 2 Yrs. 

Outreach Development 
718-849-1093 L4 9 

LPNs 

2nd and 3rd shift 

Prospect Park Assisted 
Living Facility, Brooklyn's 
premier senior services 
centers, has immediate 
openings for LPNs. 

2nd and 3rd shift available. 
Please send resume to: 

Jim McWilliam 
1 Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
Fax: (718)622-3995 
E ° E 

To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Store Managers 

Industries operates a network of 32 
thrift stores from New York City to 
Albany and Long Island to North- 
ern New Jersey. 


hands-on leadership in a fast paced 
environment essential. Additional 


We offer competitive salaries and 
excellent benefits. For immediate 

Patrick via emaikx 
pdassy@goodwillny.org or fax: 
718-371-7230. EOE. 

Goodwill Industries 

of Greater New York and 
Northern NJ, Inc. 


Substance Abuse/ 
Alcoholism Counselor 

BROOKLYN, NY 

Counsel & advise indiv. w/ 
alcohol & Substance dependen- 


MA in Psychology, Min. 2 Yrs. 
Exp., fax resume to 

Outreach Development 
718-849-1093 L49 


Bartender Wanted 

Marine Park area. 

3-4 Days a week. 

Call Tom 

718-496-2913 L49 

Commercial Loan Originators 

Fairmont Capital is looking far 
ambitious individuals with some real 
estate or finandal experience. 

Send resumes to 

careers@fairmontcap.com or 
fax 212-937-2123 L3 i-oi 

Musical & Art Enthusiasts 

PA Days, Nights, & Weekends 
Pd. Training, Flex. Schedule 
Help Promote Natl Symphony's 
2008 Season 

(347)417-7625 


SOCIAL SERVICE 


DIRECT CARE WORKERS 

Concerned & capable staff needed to help us con- 
tinue our commitment to offer a safe, supportive, 
and nurturing environment for our Group Homes. 
Experience & desire to work with troubled teens 
required. Must have a High School Diploma or 
GED. NYS driver's license required. Locations: 
Bronx & Brooklyn. Competitive salary 
and excellent benefits. 

Resume to: ssosa@cgshb.org or 
Fax: 212-421-1709, or mail to: 

Catholic Guardian Society 
1011 First Ave, NY, NY 10022. 


^BUILDINGS 

Department of Buildings 


CONSTRUCTION FEE ESTIMATOR 

The NYC Department of Buildings is seeking a construc- 
tion professional with vast knowledge of construction costs 
to serve as a Fee Estimator. The selected candidate will 
estimate construction costs to ensure appropriate filing 
fees are paid in accordance with the NYC Building Code. 
Applicants must have a minimum of 7 years experience in 
general construction estimating and a HS diploma or 
equivalent. Full benefits, including NYC pension plan, paid 
holidays and more. 

Please send a cover letter and resume to 
recruit@buildings.nyc.gov with 
JVN # 810-07-285 in the subject line. 

Equal Opportunity Employer. W48 


100 


Over 100 Services on our 
Classified & Home 
Improvement Sections 



TUli 


FflEE 

ESTIMATES 


71B-451-1300 

718-CUT-TREE 

A Division ofDmgonetti Bros. Fjmdscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 


REAL ESTATE I SERVICES 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 



Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion. If you are 
buying or selling in Fort Greene <6 Clinton Hill , I can smooth 
the bumps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time. 


Kathryn Lilly 

Prudential Douglas Elliman 

156 Montague Street 
718-780-8174 

cell 718-614-5542 fax 917-369-2503 
klilly@elliman.com 
www.elliman.com/kal 


Prudential Douglas Elliman lie 


APARTMENTS 


Sunset Park Rm Rental 

Share kitchen & bathroom. Heat/ 
electric included. Huge room w/ 
plenty of closet space. A MUST SEE! 
Close to all transportation. 

(718)438-0816 L48 



HOUSES 


Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge Open House 

Sat/Sun 1 1 am-3pm. 20 Oliver St. next 
to 92nd St. 8. Shore Rd. Promenade. New 
Luxury Condo Bid. 2 Bdrms., Sunny Terraces, 
High-End Finishes, Low Maintenance. 1 5 Year 
Tax Abatement. Many Amenities. $650,000. 
Alpine Real Estate 718-238-1788 

To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


ATTORNEYS 


Buying or Selling? 

Experienced 
Real Estate Attorney 

Michael S. Gold 

Houses Condos Co-Ops- 





3BR, 2 bath, 1890 Colonial in a charming village setting. Move-in condition. 
New kitchen w/granite countertops, maple cabinets, new lights; new master 
BR, new den, new full bath, new A/C, new windows, 2 car garage, excellent 
school system and more. Formal DR has colonial charm. Minutes from Rt. 
78, commuter bus/train and shopping oudets in Flemington. 

1 hour from NYC. 

Contact Brian Glynn at Weichert Realtors 908-507-7694 


0 




Specializing in the Purchases and Sales of Residential Property 


FULTON STREET 

CLINTON HILL 

UJ 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 390K 

Lr. 1-2 Br. from 449K 

H 

Excellent Loc. 

Excellent Loc. 

0 

BOERUM HILL 

PROSPECT PARK 

0 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 499K 

1-2 Br. from 339 K 

z 

Tax Abated/Low CC 

Tax Abated/Low CC 

< 

4% BROKER- S , FEE 

cr 

0 

254 Flatbush Avenue 

(between St. Marks & Prospect PI.) 

(718) 230-7560 (718) 230-7563 FAX 

Email: Info@EudiaRealty.com 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 
•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens »Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill ‘Prospect Heights •Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill ‘Clinton Hill *Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping, 

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized Center 451 


New Const 
Re 

- Free Consultation - 

Law Offices of 
Michael S. Gold 

One Metrotech Center 
Downtown Brooklyn 

(718)246-GOLD (4653) 


BELLE HARBOR 
BEACH BLOCK 

2 Family, 2/2 , Basement, 
Garage & Private Drive. 
$499,000. 

WALSH PROPERTIES, INC. 

(718)945-5512 L46 


Princess Bay 

-NEW HOMES 

BUILDER PAYS 
CLOSING COSTS 

Own-A-Home Realty 
OPAL-RIDGE.COM 


Investment Property 


Investment Opportunity 

2-Family Semi-det. • East New York 
Driveway • Back yard • Public Garden 
Built in 2005 • Fully Rented • Corner 
Property • $520,000 
Anthony Gentile, RE Broker 

(917) 501-9538 

• ID#1 5395498 L49 


CLIPandSAVE 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents 

• Construction Accidents 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Brooklyn man falls from ladder 
$1.6 million verdict! 

Bronx man recovers $3 million 
for injuries in construction accident! 

Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 

Personal injury attorneys 
377 Broadway, 8th Floor NY, NY 10013 

1-212-941-0792 

www.millefcampson.com 


Facing Divorce? K31 = ? 

Get An Experienced. Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

Property distribution (pensions, licenses, real estate) • Spousal supprt • Custody/ 
visitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts • Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

16 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(718) 522-6118 • www.angelascarlato.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Graft P.C. 

(71 8) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Tang & Scott 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Former Legal Aid Society Atty. 
Serving NYC for over 10 yrs. 
We fight for your rights 
All Personal Injury Cases 
Medical Malpractice • 

Car Accidents • Slips & Falls • 
Construction Accidents • 
Divorces -Family Court- 
Misdemeanors • Felonies • 
DWIs 


NO FEE UNTIL WE WIN! 
Email Inquiries: 
myqtang@yahoo.com^ ^ 

LAW OFFICES OF 
NATASHA APPLEWHITE 

M ~ 2L 

We Handle ALL of Your 
LEGAL MATTERS 
Family Law • Divorce • 
Immigration • 

Will & Estates • Real Estate 
Civil • DUI 

1 39 Putnam Ave, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 238 

347-406-7862 3i . 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 
FREE 
OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


mms 


Court Appearance - 

sitation Stipulation Agreement 
Hablamos Espanol 

CALL LAUREAN0 & GRAHAM 
718-415-6929 

EMAIL: COROZAL001@YAHOO.COM 


Merchandise Wanted 


ML Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

IP LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Donald Kessler R.n. 

Call Dee Dee in 
Daytona Beach, 
Florida 

1-386-304-2537 L51 

lost Dark 
Blue Passport 

(Lebanon) 

1st Name Monique 
Please Call 

646-226-5987 L51 

To advertise 
on this page i, 
call (718)834-9350 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


7th day of November, 2007, bearing Index Number N501 032/2007, a copy of which 

COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201, in room 007, grants me 
the right to assume the name of Christine Hoang Nguyen. My present name is 
Hoang Ngoc Dung Nguyen, a/k/a Christine Hoang Nguyen, a/k/a Dung 
Hoang Ngoc Christine Nguyen, a/k/a Christine Nguyen. My present address is 
2918 Brighton Seventh St., Brooklyn, NY 11235. My place of birth is Saigon, Vietnam. 
My date of birth is September 12, 1988. Bp5Q 

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 
12th day of December, 2007, bearing Index Number N501 049/2007, a copy of which 
may be examined at the Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS 
COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201, in room 007, grants me 
the right to assume the name of Maria Jimenez. My present name is Maria 
Rodriguez. My present address is 440 Berry Street #3H, Brooklyn, NY 11211. My 
place of birth is San Sevastian, Puerto Rico. My date of birth is December 24, 1945. 
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Appliance Repair II Asbestos 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

• Refrigerators • 

• Air Conditioners • 

• Washers & Dryers • 

■ Stoves & Ovens • 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


Architects 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 

• Construction Management - 
General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 

martin@mdparchitects.com 


* Leinster * 
Contracting 

Thermal System Insulation 
Spray on Fireproofing 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 

Lie #05-0086 INSURED 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 


John 

Costelloe 



John Costelloe (718) 768-761 0^ 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 



Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• Bathrooms . . • Roofing 

• custom Kitchens Jobs are Owner Supervised .siding 

We have been -o^mteks 

• Custom Carpentry doing a great job ‘Additions 

•Doors for over ten years .Roof Raisers 

Uc# 1157104 718-375-8292 & “ C d 


Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call.- 718-893-4006 



Contractors 


A Company For ALL 
Your Construction Needs 

Kitchens - Baths ■ Basements • Offices • Drywall • 
Carpentry ■ Painting ■ Granite ■ Tiles ■ 
Maintenance & Restoration • Owner Supervised 

GKC, INC. for Immediate Service 

Call George 347-558-3927 & 

Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small ” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS -REMODELING 


rmplete Hon 
id kitchen re 


718-745-0722 


♦ S&D HOME ♦ 
IMPROVEMENT 


• Int/Ext Painting • Doors 

• Kitchens • Decks 



Free Estimates 


(718) 998-1110 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 



FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 



Chris Mullins . 
General Contracting ® 


Waterproofing 

~ 7 18-27 6-855 


Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc. 

Complete Interior 
Renovations 
Licensed & Insured 

You don't pay a dime 
until the job's complete. 
Call Anthony 
718-858-8588 
347-737-4464 
Locally Owned & Operated 


STONEHENGE 

CONSTRUCTION GROUP 
Kitchens - Bathrooms - Tiling 
Painting • Plastering Sheetrock 
Electrical • Basements 
Wood Flooring - Closets 
Replacement Windows 


917.974.3625 

UC# 120061 9 ■ INSURED ^ 


Visit US 
online at: 

Brooklyn Paper, com 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Carpentry 


VASILIOS GIOUSOS 

WOODWORKING 
Hi Tech Kitchens • Bookcoses 
Radiator Covers • Furniture 

Call Billy 718-522-0338 

68 Jay Street, Brooklyn 11201 
Monday - Friday lso 

Carpentry Plus 

• Closets • Kitchens • Sheet Rock 
Walls • Taping to finish ■ Painting • 

• Window Installation • Tile Work 

Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251^ 2g 


Chimney 


1ST CHOICE HOME 


SOLUTIONS INC. 


Gas & Oil Violations Corrected, 


718-762-9200 

A31-13 


Cleaning Services 


. ah ph Spec Jm Z ' n9 si n; s 
G^Cert/ficattfAv^afa/I 

718-279-3334 L3114 


Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@aol.com ^ 


Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 
sunshinecleaningservice@yahoo.com 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


718-573-4165 


Decks 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


Demolition 


N & M p— 
f DEMOLITION 
& EXCAVATION 


Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


FREE ESTIMATES!! ^ 

www.NMDemoIition.com 


(718) 965-8024 



Electricians 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured -Lic#1252474 A3114 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 

ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 

No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


Floor Maintenance 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation 'Repairs 
•Scraping ‘Sanding 

24 Hr Svc • Fully Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


Hardwood Floors 

Installation ■ Sanding ■ Refinishing 


718-972-1984 

Lic#l 269932 Bonded 


MASTER FLOORING 

INSTALLATION - SANDING FINISHING 

All kinds of Hardwood Floors 8, Lamination 
Wooden Stairs • Handrail 
Manufacturing • Installation Repairs 
Reasonable Pricing 

(646) 523-7084 L31 15 


Gardening 


- ] Prepare Your Garden 

W For Next Season! 
Garden Service, Spring Bulb 
Planting Now, Fall Maintenance, 
Fertilization, Clean ups, Brown- 
stone Yards ■ Terraces, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


Gardening 



...growing with ideas 


design & maintenance 
from rooftops, terraces 
gardens & containers 
Visit Our Holiday Shop: 
Tue-Sun 

479 Atlantic Ave 
(646) 489-5181 
www.gardendig.com 


Handyman 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 


71 8-871-1 504 A31 04 



Iron Works 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 


Kitchens 


IWMIWIoLOGYllc 

...creating a perfect kitchen 

kitchenologyny.com 
Showroom at 421 2 Third Avenue 

(718) 965-4900 l3 38 

ADS WORK! 

Place your classified 
advertisement today and 
watch your business grow. 

Call (71 8) 834-9350 
The Brooklyn Paper 


Custom Doors 



1-888-mydoorI 



Locksmiths 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 



Locks • Alarms • Gates 

I EMERGENCY SERVICE I 
| ANY DAY, ANY TIME | 

inn 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055^ 


Movers (Licensed) 


Painting 


SUNSHINE 13,46 
PAINTING RESTORATION 
COMPANY 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 
Licensed & Insured |V 

(866) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 

also online at brooklyapaper.com 

Interior Master Painter 

Specializes in Skim Coating 
Taping - Plastering 
Quality Work • Dependable Service 

No Job Too Small - Free Estimates 

347-623-1578 l^s 


atpjp 
(1 Interiors Inc. 


Painting 



AMKK1CAJN 

PAiINTl[N«rr 

Low Price 
Clean Job 
Fast Service 
References 
Free Estimates 

718-439-7309 A50 



Plumbing 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
«# im Plumbing H m 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


John Haviaras 

Painting & Handyman 

No Job too small. Interior/ 
Exterior Painting 
Complete Apt. & Home Renov. 

Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


Roofing 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

Family owned and operated for 
3 generations. For the lowest 

give us a call. 

Experienced & Reliable. 

2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


& 

We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Packing materials • Fully insured ^ 

TOP HAT MOVERS ^ 

145 Park Place, Brooklyn, NY 11217 

718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 
212-722-3390 lsz-oi 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 
2 Men w/Truck $59/Hr. 

Licensed & insured 

www.Arikmoving.com 

Toll Free 877-668-3186 


212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 



TIP 

TOP 

MOVING 


Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 
Estimates 

718 484-7514 


718 . 227.1200 

jp@jpinteriors.com 


Established 1995 
-> Fully insured 


www.jpinteriors.c 




Schwamberger 

Roofing 

Gutters Skylights. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


718-646-4540 

2nd Generation Roofing ^ 


Plumbing 


Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company without checking the following 


Make sure of: Billing Procedure. 

Service Hours: Vigilante N ° surprises we charge by 

has true 24 hr Service the job ^not the hour 

Warranties, Guarantees |n|[]|LA-NTE 

& Satisfaction Policies. Plumbing, Heatings, Air Conditioning 


We have the best in the business 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


(718) 522-6 11 1 8 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING G AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate * 31-03 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


Movers (Licensed) 



NYS DOT # 36694 


Painting 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 3717086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Visit us online at BrooklynPaper.com 


Pest Control 


Evict Squirrels & Pigeons QUICKLY! 



1 . STICK DOWN BARRIER 

- Measure 
Cut 

- Stick Down 

2 . ATTACH ELECTRICAL 
Attach electrical 
connect strip and 
plug in transformer 

3. SAY GOODBYE BIRDS! 

Move system from 
terrace to terrace 


tfc* PIGEON 


Created For 

- Terraces 

- Balconies 

- Patios 

- Home Use 


RcuMbk 1 * Portable * Rcjuqx able * Eusih ImMktl 


MORE 

HOME IMROVEMENT 
ON PAGE 14 
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Red White 8 t 

has once again set up our 

Champagne Room 

for Brooklyn’s Best Selection of Bubbly. 

From the super-affordable to the ultra decadent. 


ubblv 


& 


Red White and Bubbly 

211 5 th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
718-636-WINE 
redwhiteandbubbly.com 


